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Arrests amid Britain First march and
protests
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There was a major police presence in Manchester city centre

Nine men have been arrested after a Britain First march and counter protests
caused "significant" disruption throughout Manchester city centre.

They were arrested on suspicion of assaulting an emergency worker, a public
order offence, breach of the peace and breach of a dispersal notice, Greater
Manchester Police (GMP) said.

A dispersal order was in place across the city centre until 20:00 GMT, which gave
officers the power to remove people from a specific area.

Assistant Chief Constable Rick Jackson said police had to bring in 50 extra
officers as well as mounted and dog units "to support people's right to protest
peacefully while reducing the impact on the wider public".


https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.bbc.com/sport
https://www.bbc.com/business
https://www.bbc.com/technology
https://www.bbc.com/health
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.bbc.com/arts
https://www.bbc.com/travel
https://www.bbc.com/future-planet
https://www.bbc.com/audio
https://www.bbc.com/video
https://www.bbc.com/live
https://www.bbc.com/video/docs
https://www.bbc.com/watch-live-news/
https://www.bbc.com/watch-live-news/
https://www.bbc.com/watch-live-news/
https://www.bbc.com/watch-live-news/
https://www.bbc.com/watch-live-news/
https://www.bbc.com/watch-live-news/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://session.bbc.com/session?userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fcm21y6r5r32o
https://session.bbc.com/session?userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fcm21y6r5r32o
https://session.bbc.com/session?userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fcm21y6r5r32o
https://session.bbc.com/session?userOrigin=BBCS_BBC&ptrt=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Farticles%2Fcm21y6r5r32o

—
—

B EE— EPA/Shutterstock

A dispersal order was in place in the city centre until 20:00 GMT

A GMP spokesperson said 11 men were originally arrested on suspicion of the
following offences, although two were later de-arrested. The arrests were as
follows:

e Two men on suspicion of prevention of a breach of the peace
o Two men on suspicion of assaulting emergency workers

o Four men on suspicion of public order offences. One of these men was
subsequently de-arrested and issued a summons

e One man on suspicion of an offence relating to the Crime and Disorder Act. He
was subsequently de-arrested and given a dispersal notice

e One man on suspicion of assault

¢ One man on suspicion of breaching a dispersal notice
The nine men arrested remain in custody, a GMP spokesperson said.

Jackson said: "Thanks to the efforts of our officers on the ground and the
planning done with our partners, hundreds of people from a range of groups were
able to come together safely, with no significant issues reported.

"Greater Manchester is a place where people can confidently and lawfully express
their views, while ensuring that residents, workers, and visitors can go about
their day feeling safe."

Jackson said there had been "significant disruptions across the city centre" and
officers were prioritising the safety of the public.

"We will continue working with local communities, businesses and partner
organisations to ensure these protests remain safe and respectful for those
involved," he added.

The march organised by the far-right group saw people gather outside Piccadilly
station, while counter-demonstrations were held in the city centre.



Reuters

Police were out in force to manage the march and counter protests

Pictures have shown those taking part in the Britain First march and counter
protesters coming against lines of police in riot gear.

Ch Supt Danny O'Neil said the dispersal order gave police powers to remove
individuals from a specific area for up to 48 hours and aimed to prevent anti-
social behaviour, crime, harassment, alarm or distress.

He said it was brought in due to there being a number of protests and marches
planned for Saturday, as well as the Manchester City v Newcastle United game
taking place at the Etihad Stadium.
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A police dispersal order was put in place at 10:00 GMT



Listen to the best of BBC Radio Manchester on Sounds and follow BBC Manchester on
Facebook, X, and Instagram. You can also send story ideas via Whatsapp to 0808 100
2230.
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RELATED
'Mob rule' fears over town centre yobs Man, 19, severely injured in 'targeted' Crime crackdown on Greater Manchester
shooting estate
MORE FROM THE BBC
2hrs 290 Special episode planned in The Archers tour

The tour runs from June to November and celebrates 75 years of the world's longest-
running drama.

2 hrs ago

2hrs 290 Hotspur Press to be demolished and replaced with flats

The building, ravaged by a fire last year, is set to be turned into a student accommodation block.
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3 hrs ago

Rape accused's wife 'joked about his missing shirt'

The ex-wife of a man accused of rape tells a jury her husband came home with no
shirtat the time.

3 hrs ago

9 hrs ago

Two men charged over fatal early hours crash

Sylvester Abayomi, 50, died in the crash on Kingsway in Burnage early on Monday
morning, say police.

9 hrs ago

1 day ago

Ex-PC recalls 'horrific' rape case which led to
wrongful conviction

Andrew Malkinson was jailed for the attack but was a victim of a miscarriage of
justice, the jury hears.

1 day ago
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