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“I’ve done more than anyone else
to defeat the far right in Britain”
Nigel Farage calls himself the “Billy
Graham” of politics and believes his
right English populism can destroy
the Conservatives.

By Jason Cowley

Nigel Farage, photographed at Reform UK’s election
headquarters in Clacton for the New Statesman by Chris Floyd

T he left, liberals and mainstream Conservatives loathe Nigel Farage. The feeling is mutual. Rishi
Sunak fears him and his destructive potential and must understand now that the process of

Brexit has broken his party. Farage is adept at exploiting weakness and vulnerability: political,
institutional. He is not a conservative: he is a reactionary. He does not have a theory of the state. His
aim is not to conserve but to disrupt and destroy the existing political order and the two-party
system. Sunak is merely his latest victim.

In 2006 David Cameron described Ukip voters as “fruitcakes, loonies and closet racists”. In time they
had their revenge on him, and many now support Reform: if anything, there are many more
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