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CPS loses bid to overturn
Quran-burner's acquittal
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Hamit Coskun is in Home Office accommodation because of threats made to
him

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) has lost a High
Court bid to challenge the acquittal of a man who
burned a Quran outside the Turkish consulate in
London.
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Hamit Coskun was initially convicted last June of a
religiously aggravated public order offence after he
held a flaming copy of the Islamic text aloft and
shouted an expletive about Islam outside the Turkish
embassy in February last year.

The 51-year-old successfully appealed against his
conviction, having it overturned by Mr Justice
Bennathan at Southwark Crown Court in October.

The CPS brought an appeal against that decision at the
High Court and asked for it to be reconsidered.

Knife attack

Dismissing the appeal in a decision on Friday, Lord
Justice Warby and Ms Justice Obi said: "We are not
persuaded that the court left any material factor out of
account or relied on any immaterial factor."

Reacting to the dismissal of the appeal, the Free
Speech Union described it as a "humiliating defeat" for
the CPS and called on the Director of Public
Prosecutions to resign.

Lawyers for the CPS told a hearing earlier in February
that Mr Justice Bennathan had been wrong to find
that Coskun's behaviour was not "disorderly" and, if it
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was, was unlikely to cause harassment, alarm or
distress.

Coskun, who has been provided accommodation by
the Home Office since his protest because of threats
made to him, resisted the legal challenge and attended
the hearing in London.

After the ruling, Coskun said: "In England, [ hoped
that Iwould be free to speak about the damage of
sectarian politics and Islamism.

"I am relieved that after a year, the courts have ruled
thatIam free to do so."

CCTV captured Coskun being attacked outside the Turkish consulate during
his Quran-burning protest



During his protest in Rutland Gardens in
Knightsbridge, Coskun, who is an atheist, shouted
"Islam is religion of terrorism" and "Quran is burning".

A man emerged from a nearby building and slashed at
him with a large knife, later telling police he was
protecting his religion.

The attacker, Moussa Kadri, was given a suspended
jail sentence in September.

'Via the back door'

Stephen Evans, chief executive of the National
Secular Society, said after the decision: "The High
Court has rightly rejected this wrongheaded attempt
to introduce a blasphemy law by the back door.

"However offensive some may have found the Quran-
burning protest, it was lawful.

"Criminal law protects people from harm, not from
being offended.

"This judgment makes clear that it is not the state's job
to police religious sensibilities. A hostile —even
violent —reaction to speech cannot be allowed to
determine whether that speech is criminal.
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"There must now be a serious review of how and why
the CPS originally came to charge a man with causing
harassment, alarm and distress to the religion of
Islam, and why it chose to pursue this case to the High
Court.

"Public confidence demands answers."
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Hamit Coskun with supporters at the Royal Courts Of Justice

Following the High Court's decision, Lord Young of
Acton, general secretary of the Free Speech Union,
said: "This appeal should never have been brought by
the Crown Prosecution Service, just as Hamit should
never have been prosecuted.



"We have not had blasphemy laws in this country for
18 years and, for that reason, this prosecution was
bound to fail.

"Yet the CPS has spent hundreds of thousands of
pounds trying to bring one back via the back door -
and one that just enforces Muslim blasphemy codes,
not Christian ones.

"In light of this humiliating defeat, I think the Director
of Public Prosecutions has no choice but to resign."

Shadow justice secretary Nick Timothy said he had
written to the head of the CPS about the case to say it
was not a public order issue: "It is about what can or
cannot be said about a specific religion.

"Freedom of expression includes the right to say
things that can cause offence."

A Crown Prosecution Service spokesperson said:
"There is no law to prosecute people for 'blasphemy’,
and burning a religious text on its own isnot a
criminal act - our case was always that Hamit
Coskun's words, choice of location and burning of the
Quran amounted to disorderly behaviour, and that at
the time he demonstrated hostility towards a religious

group.



"The High Court has made a ruling we will review its
decision carefully."

More on this story

Appeal against Quran-burning conviction reversal
Man who burned Quran wins free speech appeal
Attacker of Quran-burning protester is spared jail

Listen to the best of BBC Radio London on Sounds and
follow BBC London on Facebook, X and Instagram. Send
your story ideas to hello.bbclondon@bbc.co.uk

Related internet links

HM Courts and Tribunals Service
Free Speech Union

Knightsbridge High Court London
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Police officer
borrows bike to
chase down thief

He can be seen chasing after the
thief both on foot and then with the
help of a bystander's bike.

2 hrs ago

Spying on De
Menezes family
invasive, inquiry
told

Jean Charles de Menezes, 27, was
shot and killed by police outside
Stockwell Tube station in 2005.

6 hrs ago

London homes
'overheating due to
climate change'

City Hallis currently drafting
London's Heat Risk Delivery Plan
in a bid to cool down the city.

13 hrs ago

Sign threatens
five-year jail term
for feeding birds

Brent Council apologises for the
installation of the inaccurate sign,
which is more than two years old.

13 hrs ago
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13hrs 20 Sports centre
revamp reaches 'key
milestone'

Plans are lodged to transform the
historic venue, including
upgrading pools, pitches and
stadium.

13 hrs ago

BlBJC

Home News Sport Business Technology Health Culture Arts Travel Earth Audio Video Live

Documentaries Weather BBCShop BritBox

BBCinother languages ¥

Follow BBC on: X f @ ¢ in O
Terms of Use  Subscription Terms  About the BBC Privacy Policy Cookies Accessibility Help Contact the BBC
Advertise withus Do not share or sell myinfo BBC.com Help & FAQs Content Index Set Preferred Source

Copyright 2026 BBC. All rights reserved. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to
external linking.


https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/pages/terms-of-use
https://www.bbc.com/pages/subscription-terms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.com/pages/privacy-policy
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://advertising.bbcstudios.com/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/
https://help.bbc.com/hc/
https://www.bbc.com/pages/content-index
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20260128-how-to-make-google-put-trusted-sources-up-top-when-you-search
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1jk180806lo
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.bbc.com/sport
https://www.bbc.com/business
https://www.bbc.com/technology
https://www.bbc.com/health
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.bbc.com/arts
https://www.bbc.com/travel
https://www.bbc.com/future-planet
https://www.bbc.com/audio
https://www.bbc.com/video
https://www.bbc.com/live
https://www.bbc.com/video/docs
https://www.bbc.com/weather
https://shop.bbc.com/
https://www.britbox.com/?utm_source=bbc.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=footer

