
Over 100,000 foreign national

convictions in just 3 years

Between 2021 and 2023 there were 104,000 foreign national convictions in

England and Wales - including tens of thousands of sexual offences, violent

crime, and drug offences.
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New analysis by the Centre for Migration Control has revealed that there were over
100,000 migrant convictions between 2021 and 2023. Never-before-seen data reveals
the scale of the migrant crime crisis gripping the UK and shows which nationalities
are driving the surge.

Headline figures

104,000 foreign national convictions took place between 2021 and 2023.

This includes 38,413 for crime relating to violence, sexual assault, drugs and theft.

Foreign nationals were convicted for sexual offences a rate 71% higher than that of the
British population, 69% for drug-related crime, 25% for theft, and at 39% for all crime
types.

The top five nationalities by conviction per 10,000 were: Albania, Moldova, Congo,
Namibia, and Somalia.

For sexual offences the top five nationalities were: Afghanistan, Eritrea, Namibia,
Chad, and Moldova.

There were 87 nationalities with a higher conviction rate for sexual offences than the
British population. In 2024, these nationalities were awarded 557,041 long-term visas
by the Home Office.

Total convictions

There were 872,488 criminal convictions recorded on the Police National Computer
between 2021 and 2023.
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833,522 of those convicted had identifiable nationality information. Foreign nationals
accounted for 104,000 of these, and those individuals about whom no nationality
information was held accounted for a further 38,966. This means that migrants
accounted for between 12.5% and 16.4% of convictions in England and Wales, despite
census data showing they are just 9.3% of the population.

In 2023 alone there were 35,400 migrant convictions and a further 12,600 where the
nationality of the offender was unknown. This means that migrants accounted for
between 12.85% and 16.6% of convictions.

In raw numbers the top ten nationalities for overall convictions (2021-23) were:

1. Romania: 15,701 6. India: 3,242

2. Poland: 13,333 7. Portugal: 3,049

3. Albania: 7,653 8. Latvia: 2,546

4. Lithuania: 5,521 9. Bulgaria: 2,280

5. Ireland: 4,643 10. Pakistan: 2,199

However, if we take the number of convictions per 10,000 of the population there is a
vastly different picture:
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Overall, there were 66 nationalities with a higher conviction rate than the British
population. The 25 nationalities with the highest conviction rates were awarded
62,087 long-term visas in 2024.

Sexual offence convictions

There were 16,771 convictions for sexual offences, with a known nationality, between
2021 and 2023 and migrants accounted for 2,500 of these. This is 15% of sexual
offence convictions during this time period.

A further 1,652 convictions were of individuals where the nationality was “unknown”.
This means that between up to 23% of all sexual offence convictions could have been
of foreign nationals.

The top ten nationalities, in raw numbers, were:

1. Romania: 987 6. Afghanistan: 77

2. Poland: 208 7. Sudan: 66

3. India: 148 8. Bangladesh: 65

4. Pakistan: 144 9. Lithuania: 65

5. Portugal: 79 10. Iran: 63

Roughly a third of all sexual offence crimes reported are of rape.

The UK has an acute problem with effectively prosecuting and convicting
perpetrators of rape and sexual offences. Between 2021 and 2023 there were 535,500
sexual offences recorded by the police. This means the conviction rate is just 3.1%.
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Overall, there were 87 nationalities that had a higher conviction rate than the British
population. In 2024, the 25 nationalities with the highest sexual offence conviction
rates were awarded 52,486 long-term visas. All nationalities with a higher conviction
rate than Britain were awarded 557,041 long-term visas in 2024.

Violent crime convictions

There were 93,401 convictions for violent crime between 2021 and 2023 where the
individual had a known identity. Foreign nationals accounted for 8,230 of these.

A further 3,425 convictions were of individuals with an “unknown” nationality. This
means that foreign nationals accounted for between 8.8% and 12% of violent crime
convictions between 2021 and 2023.

The top 10 nationalities, in raw numbers, were:

1. Poland: 1,367 6. Latvia: 240
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2. Romania: 900 7. Somalia: 194

3. Ireland: 477 8. Pakistan: 192

4. Lithuania: 450 9. India: 191

5. Portugal: 280 10. Jamaica: 174

Per 10,000 of the population, the conviction rates per nationality are as follows:

Overall, there were 59 nationalities with a higher conviction rate for violent offences
than the British population. The 25 nationalities with the highest conviction rate for
violent offences were awarded 38,210 long-term visas in 2024.

Drug convictions

Between 2021 and 2023 there were 104,103 convictions for drug-related offences with
an identifiable nationality. Of this number, 13,500 were migrant convictions which
accounts for 14.75% of the total figure.

A further 2,926 convictions were of individuals with an “unknown” nationality. This
would mean that up to 15.3% of drug-related convictions were of foreign nationals,
despite them accounting for just 9.3% of the population of England and Wales.

The top 10 nationalities, in raw numbers, were:
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1. Albania: 4,821 6. Vietnam: 452

2. Poland: 1,311 7. Jamaica: 415

3. Lithuania: 578 8. Somalia: 405

4. Romania: 567 9. Italy: 307

5. Portugal: 518 10. Ireland: 298

Per 10,000 of the population, the conviction rates per nationality are as follows:

There were 71 nationalities that had a higher conviction rate for drug offences than
the British population. In 2024, the top 25 of these nationalities were awarded 39,251
long-term visas.

Foreign nationals were convicted of drug related offences at a rate that is 69% higher
than the British population.

Theft convictions
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Between 2021 and 2023 there were 108,132 convictions for theft in England and Wales
with an identifiable nationality. Of these, 12,320 were of foreign nationals (11.4%). A
further 1,545 were of individuals with an “unknown” nationality, meaning foreign
nationals could have accounted for up to 12.6% of all theft convictions.

The top 10 nationalities, in raw numbers, were:

1. Romania: 4,393 6. Algeria: 384

2. Poland: 1,072 7. Slovakia: 301

3. Ireland: 1,022 8. Latvia: 274

4. Lithuania: 516 9. Czech Republic: 267

5. Bulgaria: 514 10. Iran: 222

Per 10,000 of the population, the conviction rates per nationality were as follows:

There were 46 nationalities that had a higher conviction related for theft than the
British population. The top 25 nationalities were awarded 36,345 long-term visas in
2024.
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Foreign nationals were convicted for theft at a rate that was 25% greater than the
British population.

Further data points

In 2023, foreign nationals accounted for 1,479 of the 11,798 convictions for possession
of a weapon (12.5%) and therefore at a rate 46% greater than the British public. There
were 71 nationalities with a higher conviction rate per 10,000 than the British public.
The top 10 were as follows:

In 2023, foreign nationals were convicted for robbery at a rate that was 33% higher
than the British public. They accounted for 366 of the 3,149 convictions (11.6%) for
this offence.

There for 45 nationalities with a higher conviction rate for robbery than the British
population, and the top ten nationalities were as follows:
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The FOI request

The data was provided to the Centre for Migration Control by the Ministry of Justice
and Courts and Tribunal Service.

The full text of the Freedom of Information Request, submitted 17th January 2025, was
as follows:

“Please provide information on the total number of convictions recorded across the UK (or
England and Wales dependant on how the data is recorded) for the years 2021, 2022, 2023,
and 2024.

Please break convictions down by notifiable offence type and the type of conviction recorded
(custodial sentence, suspended sentence, community order, discharge, fine etc)

For each year and each offence type, please also break down the number of convictions by
each nationality - information that I am aware is recorded. e.g 2022: Violence Against the
Person: Spanish 212, Mexican 76 and so forth.

For each year please also break down each type of conviction by nationality. e.g. 2021,
Custodial sentences: Polish 414, Canadian 600 and so forth.”

The data was extracted from the Police National Computer (PNC).
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For individuals with dual nationality, their first nationality is recorded. For
individuals with a conviction for multiple offences, the data provided only provides
their primary offence.

A large number of other convictions take place that are not recorded on the PNC and
are pursued by other prosecuting authorities than the CPS. These account for
hundreds of thousands of summary motoring offences and almost always result in a
fine – as demonstrated in the chart below.

For example, the data received by the CMC accounts for 288,482 convictions in 2023.
Whilst the MoJ’s Criminal Justice System statistics series shows 1.1m convictions this
year. However, 666,590 of these were for summary motoring offences and another
256,681 were for summary non-motoring offences. A large number of these
convictions will have been pursued by alternative prosecuting authorities. This is
demonstrated by the fact that in 2023/2024 the CPS achieved 347,005 convictions, a
figure which matches the data provided to the CMC (especially when we factor in that
it is only an individual’s primary offence which is reflected in the data). Indeed, the
data given to the CMC on convictions for violence, sexual offences, robbery, theft,
criminal damage, drug offences, weapon possession, fraud, and public order is in
perfect concord with the data available through the CJS statistics series. It is therefore
perhaps most appropriate to describe convictions discussed in this report as “serious
crime”.

Population data source

Data on the population of each nationality in England and Wales was drawn from the
ONS dataset Population of the UK by country of birth and nationality: year ending June
2021.
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Several nations on the list are not included in the ONS statistics - the result of our
state’s dismal ability to collect proper data relating to our data system. For this small
number of nationalities, the data has been drawn from the UN on foreign born
populations living in the UK (meaning the number will likely be larger than the
number of foreign nationals of that nation in the UK).

Other considerations

Between 2005 and the end of 2024, the Home Office issued British citizenship to
3,394,000 non-British nationals. It is therefore important to consider the impact that
this will have on the British population conviction figure, given these individuals are
more likely to be within the age range more disposed to criminality.

The age profile of migrants being generally younger is also worth giving brief thought
towards. Although the argument against this consideration is that, if we are looking to
gauge the impact of migration on British society, the fact that the individuals being
admitted are likely to be younger will indeed lead to an increase in crime when
compared to the counter-factual of a British society without mass migration.
Nonetheless, even if we were to examine the crime rates per 10,000 of the population
aged 16 -64, a clear picture of higher crime rates emerges.

Convictions for sexual offences remain 32% higher (4.4 per 10,000 compared to 5.82
per 10,000), with 74 nationalities still having a higher conviction rate. For total
crimes, 52 nationalities have a higher rate. However, a more interesting facet of this
whole analysis has not been necessarily between foreign nationals and British
nationals, but between different groups of foreign nationals - who largely share a
similar age profile as one another - and thus demonstrate significant differences in
propensity to commit crime.
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Discussion about this post

30 more comments...

Write a comment...

Simon Neale Mar 10, 2025

Even if the immigrants were more law-abiding than indigenous Brits, they are coming to a

country which has a housing crisis, an energy crisis, massive pressure on our beautiful

countryside, and services and infrastructure which are failing. And we are told to expect

large-scale redundancies in several sectors due to AI and related technological change.

Oh, and there's the issue of inter-communal conflict and the regular spectacle of political

demonstrations due to events in countries which are nothing to do with us. And did I

mention the likely effects on our economy of people with few or no skills? Or the erosion

of British public standards such as queuing and putting litter in bins?

Well, there we have it. As the "far right" knew all along, we have also allowed criminality

to spread unchecked. The government, BBC and other media, universities, and major

institutions have been telling us that diversity is a great benefit. We were never consulted,

were we, but they just went ahead and did it to us, and now the cat is out of the bag.
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Bradwell Common Mar 10, 2025

7 replies

I’m not sure this data is telling us much other than pensioners don’t commit crime.

Very few foreign nationals in the UK - something like 5% - are pensioners versus a quarter

of UK adults and only around 2% of convicted criminals are pensioners.

Control for age and you’d no doubt find UK citizens are more likely to commit crime than

foreign nationals of the same age
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