UnHerd We value your privacy

UnHerd and our 5403 technology partners ask you to consent to the use of cookies to store/access and
process personal data on your device. This can include the use of unique identifiers and information about your
browsing patterns to create the best possible user experience on this website. The following description
outlines how your data may be used by us, or by our partners.

Store and/or access information on a device

Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement, audience research
and services development

Analytics Storage
Use precise geolocation data

Actively scan device characteristics for identification

Some of our partners process personal data on the basis of legitimate interest. You can object to such
processing at any time. Please click “ Manage Options” below to view our list of partners and the purposes for
which consent is required.

You can change your preferences at any time by using the Manage Cookies link at the bottom of the page.

Manage Options Accept and Continue



https://unherd.com/subscribe/spring-sale/?campaigndesc=springsale2026&offer=desktoptopbanner
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/tag/burqa/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/tag/feminism/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/tag/fgm/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/tag/iran/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/tag/islam/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/tag/niqab/?edition=us
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
https://unherd.com/newsroom/no-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab/?set_edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom/no-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab/?set_edition=en
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/

LOG IN SEARCH

Home Mission Newsroom OurWriters Watch & Listen Events UnHerd Club

[ PSRRI R S A R R S RN PURG N G ) S g [ SO S

Already a subscriber? Login X

Q =z

Keep reading for just
$1a month

BY

)
Subscribe and get 3 months of access to brave new journalism RS *_‘\ -t
« Unlimited access to articles
« Premium subscriber-only content
« Debate inthe comments
« Exclusive events and livestreams
| SUBSCRIBE Just $1a month
forn
yet
Cancel any time
G Or 23 2026 - 11:20AM
» .
C Get 2 more free articles

igab?” It's not the question that goes through my head when | see

@ C Register dden, except for the eyes. | wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,
but not men, cover their faces in public is so obviously discriminatory that it makes me —

and many other people — uncomfortable.

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

dqmmlthce i@@ﬂrﬁi&ii@@ainst women is not yet dead and buried. It

Gardner depgupcad Risposias “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question
about theni = it ot you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

needs{ Subscribetocomment pms; is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely

damaging to women. Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.

oted

65 COMMENTS . . . . % 9 .
There is a disturbing history here. In the Fightie qe',\éf)%va}guthh women, some of

them feminists, who believed in equal rights but refused to condemn “female
Britt Harrison circumcision”. Their defense of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with
Building a sense of neighbourlitgs sefitae Sestemieatidtedeile bilvssectvinaGeanain NG asessfedfior it, describing moves
undermines the very poss oy oL AR ek ale Genital Thatiation 8 “An Attack o cuftural identity” in her 1999 book The

Whole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.
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No feminist should
defend the nigab

BY JOAN SMITH

Frankly in today"

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried! Credit: Getty

David Renton

Britt Harrison

{ BURQA ){ FEMINISM ){ FGM ){ IRAN )( ISL-A—-M-“) News kvroom FEBRUARY 23 2026 - 11:20AM
(ig r

in the 2011 London Riots, who messed up the neighbourhoods and who fixed them

afterwards, lets say it was telling

“WHhat's'wrong with the nigab?” It’s not the question that goes through my head when | see

@ ® awoman with her face hidden, except for the eyes. | wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

David Renton ) :
she’s chosen it or been coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,

Feminists are bringing in their own handmaldens Islamt| tale, guess yvhattdB y won't be so acco modating i that it K
When something has no sense to it, t(?tege%gt’e%%\sll'%ﬁg enlere(?get%lenx u ed?rlgn'?gng é’é%%% ati?ncgrlmmcltrl)]a ory that it makes me
right tovote tobe honest ~ and many other people — uncomfortable.

If people are suicidal, we intervene, well these feminists are suicidal

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

deﬁ@i@lﬁh@ € i@@ﬂrﬁ&i@t@ainst women is not yet dead and buried. It
\appears, as it sO ofte d)dé/ i ﬂ helguise of opposing racism, as though any criticism of

It's just the glaring and gro@s e hy ocrlsy of the Rktreme femml hey ve always been like this, which is

why no one takes them serie 4# &u\l’ g % oto1 ﬂoﬁ- AR ‘ﬁ [elelplelslY nQN@f the weekend, pro-
willing to wait long e”°” "° ztism dTIpaitive BB m Etb%@mad@@@tmgColm Brazier, who had
‘Y n s n.l‘ﬁ ke a@u now: '

Graham Bennett

nigab. Let's see howthe

om Rwear h qaBe on'%sx%rd Street in the center of
welcomed you and supp

Stitute shana ghout\ the UK. Now you want

ustowear a qau
| e

Gardner depgupcad Risposias “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question
David Renton © 45t the nia aut you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

iah .
ms is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely
Shomzia ohth

Crahaqegae
you knoweventualléeventh ZTTy e eoemnperor ad no clothes on
fror all aging 10 women. Curure 1s no fore than nature, which gives us plagues and
arter a

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.
At what point do Feminists go erm wait we imported millions of men with very different views on

women and who will use violence to get their way. at what point do they understand “racist”is justa 5

65 COMME -
RMEP meaninglessTiaeckevist peckionaldafaty. fietdom e rlmeﬁmm@ohruesguqe',\éo%vgt%due with women, some of

This alignment killsttegrnisemiisispssiab Ove edid bethiareanyaiorigleds feuinisfudidd beaardemn “female
Britt Harrigdf bt Put n.the vating ooty ¥ep IOt (&§ioh&e of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with
Building a sense of neighbourlifrssefitae Sestiemil At tediinale bl seet venaGuenssinEhG rsessiedfifor it, describing moves
“”derm'”e““i)very ;ﬂ't AR AT SRS DRI 85 4r ALK OF Clftural identity” in her 1999 book The

MWhaole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.
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David Renton

No feminist should
defend the nigab

BY JOAN SMITH
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‘The cultural relativism which defends some placr, incthe fapy

forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried! Credit: Getty

David Renton
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If people are suicidal, we intervene, well these feminists are suicidal

David Renton A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which
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65 COMMENTS . _ . ) Y .
letter meaningless Taetkcbits pechionaldataty. fietdombiesres tnenin ighries 91 sef165F8LE with women, some of

EthniciodoRedneydaent kilstisetiiseministesvab ivb stic vetbineanyakrights foutnisfudtd begordemn “female

BritoHarrigdhPatt iy A0 the VHEGRRHL R RISHTPIGSHBBRIBOMRIIRRTRG WRSRIBEAT genitals always started and ended with

Building’a seriSe of rieighbotr s Seftae Sestenie asdtedinale buheseeet vehaGtaneainEG asessfedfifor it, describing moves

undermines the very Poss bty o g e e S RO 964 AHECR ST Eftural identity” in her 1999 book The
wilkdigperEerest

Whaole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.
Ethn%ﬁé%yﬁ’gydo gnty



https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/author/joan-smith/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/tag/burqa/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/tag/feminism/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/tag/fgm/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/tag/iran/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/tag/islam/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/tag/niqab/?edition=us
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=No+feminist+should+defend+the+niqab%C2%A0@UnHerd&url=https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=frlh
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
mailto:?subject=No%20feminist%20should%20defend%20the%20niqab%20-%20by%20UnHerd.com&body=I%20thought%20you%20may%20like%20this%20article%20from%20UnHerd:%20https%3A%2F%2Funherd.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fno-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab%2F%3Fedition%3Dus?=newsroomindexfrmemail
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://x.com/ZoeJardiniere/status/2025152840998560017
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
https://unherd.com/newsroom/defending-fgm-sanitises-abuse-of-women/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/535488.stm
https://unherd.com/subscribe-to-free-thinking/?tag=comment
https://unherd.com/newsroom/no-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab/?set_edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom/no-feminist-should-defend-the-niqab/?set_edition=en
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/about-unherd/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/newsroom?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/writers?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://unherd.com/watch-listen/?edition=us
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/calendar/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/
https://club.unherd.com/

LOG IN SEARCH

Home Mission Newsroom OurWriters Watch & Listen Events UnHerd Club

El Uro

. [
Julian Farrows ©
David Renton

- V“‘%eédﬁgﬁ‘g@é’é'ﬁgdﬁt/;@ﬂﬁqmortal _
No feminist should """ e .
defend the nigab

IO DR (A [ A 5SS DU N G R Y R R | SO | S SO Y [

rare exam eofco n
David Renton (%
W]uamHAmos 'A_

BY JOAN SMITH

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried! Credit: Getty
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