
Demand more from what you read
Get 50% off an annual subscription and get independent, thoughtful journalism from our expert columnists.

S

No feminist should
defend the niqab
BY JOAN SMITH

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried.’ Credit: Getty

BURQA FEMINISM FGM IRAN ISLAM
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“What’s wrong with the niqab?” It’s not the question that goes through my head when I see

a woman with her face hidden, except for the eyes. I wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

she’s chosen it or been coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,

but not men, cover their faces in public is so obviously discriminatory that it makes me —

and many other people — uncomfortable.

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

defends some forms of discrimination against women is not yet dead and buried. It

appears, as it so often does, in the guise of opposing racism, as though any criticism of

someone’s culture can only be motivated by xenophobia. Over the weekend, pro-

migration campaigner Zoe Gardner called out the broadcaster Colin Brazier, who had

complained about seeing women wearing niqabs on Oxford Street in the center of

London.

Gardner denounced his post as “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question

about the niqab. “Go on spell it out you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

needs spelling out once again, it seems, is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely

damaging to women. Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.

There is a disturbing history here. In the Eighties, I used to argue with women, some of

them feminists, who believed in equal rights but refused to condemn “female

circumcision”. Their defense of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with

the same statement: “It’s their culture.” Even Germaine Greer fell for it, describing moves

to ban female genital mutilation as “an attack on cultural identity” in her 1999 book The

Whole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.
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No feminist should
defend the niqab
BY JOAN SMITH

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried.’ Credit: Getty

BURQA FEMINISM FGM IRAN ISLAM

NIQAB

  

I’m not in favor of banning the niqab, but it certainly isn’t harmless, let alone something to

celebrate. It’s a deliberate statement, signaling that women who wear it exist under

different rules and conditions than men. The impact may be ameliorated in countries with

equal rights enshrined in law, but a woman whose husband insists on her covering her

face before she leaves the house may have difficulty accessing them.

Feminists who criticize the niqab or the burqa are not attacking the women who wear it,

but the ideology which promotes it In Afghanistan the burqa makes individual women

 FEBRUARY 23 2026 - 11:20AM

“What’s wrong with the niqab?” It’s not the question that goes through my head when I see

a woman with her face hidden, except for the eyes. I wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

she’s chosen it or been coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,

but not men, cover their faces in public is so obviously discriminatory that it makes me —

and many other people — uncomfortable.

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

defends some forms of discrimination against women is not yet dead and buried. It

appears, as it so often does, in the guise of opposing racism, as though any criticism of

someone’s culture can only be motivated by xenophobia. Over the weekend, pro-

migration campaigner Zoe Gardner called out the broadcaster Colin Brazier, who had

complained about seeing women wearing niqabs on Oxford Street in the center of

London.

Gardner denounced his post as “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question

about the niqab. “Go on spell it out you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

needs spelling out once again, it seems, is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely

damaging to women. Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.

There is a disturbing history here. In the Eighties, I used to argue with women, some of

them feminists, who believed in equal rights but refused to condemn “female

circumcision”. Their defense of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with

the same statement: “It’s their culture.” Even Germaine Greer fell for it, describing moves

to ban female genital mutilation as “an attack on cultural identity” in her 1999 book The

Whole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.
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No feminist should
defend the niqab
BY JOAN SMITH

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried.’ Credit: Getty

BURQA FEMINISM FGM IRAN ISLAM

NIQAB

  

I’m not in favor of banning the niqab, but it certainly isn’t harmless, let alone something to

celebrate. It’s a deliberate statement, signaling that women who wear it exist under

different rules and conditions than men. The impact may be ameliorated in countries with

equal rights enshrined in law, but a woman whose husband insists on her covering her

face before she leaves the house may have difficulty accessing them.

Feminists who criticize the niqab or the burqa are not attacking the women who wear it,

but the ideology which promotes it In Afghanistan the burqa makes individual women

 FEBRUARY 23 2026 - 11:20AM

“What’s wrong with the niqab?” It’s not the question that goes through my head when I see

a woman with her face hidden, except for the eyes. I wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

she’s chosen it or been coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,

but not men, cover their faces in public is so obviously discriminatory that it makes me —

and many other people — uncomfortable.

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

defends some forms of discrimination against women is not yet dead and buried. It

appears, as it so often does, in the guise of opposing racism, as though any criticism of

someone’s culture can only be motivated by xenophobia. Over the weekend, pro-

migration campaigner Zoe Gardner called out the broadcaster Colin Brazier, who had

complained about seeing women wearing niqabs on Oxford Street in the center of

London.

Gardner denounced his post as “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question

about the niqab. “Go on spell it out you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

needs spelling out once again, it seems, is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely

damaging to women. Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.

There is a disturbing history here. In the Eighties, I used to argue with women, some of

them feminists, who believed in equal rights but refused to condemn “female

circumcision”. Their defense of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with

the same statement: “It’s their culture.” Even Germaine Greer fell for it, describing moves

to ban female genital mutilation as “an attack on cultural identity” in her 1999 book The

Whole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

remember they don’t care about neighbourliness, i saw the video of shock horror a decent British

copper, Muslims objected to a Christian preacher, “how dare he come to our area and preach his

religion” , yeah guess they don’t get irony either

Fair fair to the Lady Copper she told them, he has a right to do it, and they if they don’t like it can go

it must have been very humilating for them, 1 white female copper telling these must have been 10-20

‘strong’ muslim men to do one, and i don’t think she had any backup, just her

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Want to take a bet if the lone white female police officer will get some censure for her actions? A

rare example of common sense – therefore she will be prosecuted.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Exactly! We can’t have an outbreak of commonsense in the police force. Have to nip that bud!

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Frankly in today’s UK a brave young policewoman 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i remember in the 2011 London Riots, who messed up the neighbourhoods and who fixed them

afterwards, lets say it was telling

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

Feminists are bringing in their own handmaidens Islamic tale, guess what they won’t be so accommodating

When something has no sense to it, the people pushing it need to be excluded from any decision making, inc their

right to vote to be honest

If people are suicidal, we intervene, well these feminists are suicidal

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

It’s just the glaring and grotesque hypocrisy of the extreme feminist Left. They’ve always been like this, which is

why no one takes them seriously, which just makes them more neurotic and extreme. Well, I suppose if they’re

willing to wait long enough, until Britain is a Muslin caliphate state, they too will gain the experience of wearing a

niqab. Let’s see how they like it then. I can hear them pleading now: ‘But wait, we were on your side. We

welcomed you and supported you blindly in enabling you to institute sharia law throughout the UK. Now you want

us to wear a niqab?’ 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know eventually even the really stupid people get it one day, oh the emperor had no clothes on

after all.

At what point do Feminists go erm wait we imported millions of men with very different views on

women , and who will use violence to get their way. at what point do they understand “racist” is just a 5

letter meaningless word, but personal safety, freedoms have meaning

This alignment kills feminism , i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on

about it, but in the voting booth, yep reform, restore

0 0  R EPLY

Diane Ferretti   18 days ago

  Reply to  

6 5 C OMMENT S

Britt Harrison   18 days ago

Building a sense of neighbourliness often starts with a shared smile in the street with a stranger. This dress code

undermines the very possibility of engaging in this basic building block of our shared humanity.  

0 0  R EPLY
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No feminist should
defend the niqab
BY JOAN SMITH

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried.’ Credit: Getty

BURQA FEMINISM FGM IRAN ISLAM

NIQAB

  

I’m not in favor of banning the niqab, but it certainly isn’t harmless, let alone something to

celebrate. It’s a deliberate statement, signaling that women who wear it exist under

different rules and conditions than men. The impact may be ameliorated in countries with

equal rights enshrined in law, but a woman whose husband insists on her covering her

face before she leaves the house may have difficulty accessing them.

Feminists who criticize the niqab or the burqa are not attacking the women who wear it,

but the ideology which promotes it In Afghanistan the burqa makes individual women

 FEBRUARY 23 2026 - 11:20AM

“What’s wrong with the niqab?” It’s not the question that goes through my head when I see

a woman with her face hidden, except for the eyes. I wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

she’s chosen it or been coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,

but not men, cover their faces in public is so obviously discriminatory that it makes me —

and many other people — uncomfortable.

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

defends some forms of discrimination against women is not yet dead and buried. It

appears, as it so often does, in the guise of opposing racism, as though any criticism of

someone’s culture can only be motivated by xenophobia. Over the weekend, pro-

migration campaigner Zoe Gardner called out the broadcaster Colin Brazier, who had

complained about seeing women wearing niqabs on Oxford Street in the center of

London.

Gardner denounced his post as “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question

about the niqab. “Go on spell it out you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

needs spelling out once again, it seems, is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely

damaging to women. Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.

There is a disturbing history here. In the Eighties, I used to argue with women, some of

them feminists, who believed in equal rights but refused to condemn “female

circumcision”. Their defense of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with

the same statement: “It’s their culture.” Even Germaine Greer fell for it, describing moves

to ban female genital mutilation as “an attack on cultural identity” in her 1999 book The

Whole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.

i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on about it, but in the

voting booth, yep reform, restore

I hope you’re right. I’m feminist, I am going to vote either Reform or Restore but I’m pretty public

about it. For the whatabouters, female voters have to look at what is the bigger threat to women.

For me it’s importing thousands of lone men from nations who think women are lower than the

gum on their shoes. What’s coming to light from the Rape Gang Inquiry that Rupert Lowe

platformed is pretty horrific. And yes, the police were in on it.

0 0  R EPLY

El Uro   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You are wrong, stupidity is immortal

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

some people are born that way, some that way because of age, that’s nothing to with morality,

i’m more forgiving of a stupid person doing wrong than someone who should know better, i.e

Blair.

Of course neither should hold any position of power

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

she was an attractive White female,with commonsense , an understanding of the law, she has no

place in the force,as they seem to hire Golums

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

There’s something not just disgraceful but completely deranged about some so-called feminists’

attitude to Islam. On the one hand when a Canadian policeman suggested a few years ago that young

women shouldn’t go around in provocative attire, we saw “s**t Marches” in Britain while these same

women are apologists for sharia law which in extreme forms prohibits females from ever being

outside the home without a male ‘guardian’. Some years ago a girl in Saudi Arabia who was raped was

given a public beating by the morality police — as she shouldn’t have been where she was in the first

place. This world is mad.
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David Renton   18 days ago

we see 95% of Western White feminists very silent about the women in say Iran or say Rochdale, about Lesbians

must have sex with men if they say they are a Lesbian

But ‘micro agressions’ a slighty rude joke, it’s a genocide

So i once went to a greer thing back in the 90’s in westminster hall, i thought she was rubbish at the time, but like

my dad said about CND , it full of women, so i went and was probaly the only guy out of 300

In short Feminists don’t care about women, they care about them, they don’t push for Women sewer cleaners,

women being conscripted in the army, they just want that easy ride to the top, to the board
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John K   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Modern feminism is (with some honourable exceptions) mainly about replacing upper middle class

men in high status jobs etc. with upper middle class women. They don’t give a [rude word] about poor

or disadvantaged women.
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Ethniciodo Rodneydo   18 days ago

If women in a family wear the niqab it should be compulsory for the men too on pain of prison
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William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

remember they don’t care about neighbourliness, i saw the video of shock horror a decent British

copper, Muslims objected to a Christian preacher, “how dare he come to our area and preach his

religion” , yeah guess they don’t get irony either

Fair fair to the Lady Copper she told them, he has a right to do it, and they if they don’t like it can go

it must have been very humilating for them, 1 white female copper telling these must have been 10-20

‘strong’ muslim men to do one, and i don’t think she had any backup, just her
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UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Want to take a bet if the lone white female police officer will get some censure for her actions? A

rare example of common sense – therefore she will be prosecuted.
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Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Exactly! We can’t have an outbreak of commonsense in the police force. Have to nip that bud!
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UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Frankly in today’s UK a brave young policewoman 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i remember in the 2011 London Riots, who messed up the neighbourhoods and who fixed them

afterwards, lets say it was telling

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

Feminists are bringing in their own handmaidens Islamic tale, guess what they won’t be so accommodating

When something has no sense to it, the people pushing it need to be excluded from any decision making, inc their

right to vote to be honest

If people are suicidal, we intervene, well these feminists are suicidal
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Graham Bennett   18 days ago

It’s just the glaring and grotesque hypocrisy of the extreme feminist Left. They’ve always been like this, which is

why no one takes them seriously, which just makes them more neurotic and extreme. Well, I suppose if they’re

willing to wait long enough, until Britain is a Muslin caliphate state, they too will gain the experience of wearing a

niqab. Let’s see how they like it then. I can hear them pleading now: ‘But wait, we were on your side. We

welcomed you and supported you blindly in enabling you to institute sharia law throughout the UK. Now you want

us to wear a niqab?’ 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know eventually even the really stupid people get it one day, oh the emperor had no clothes on

after all.

At what point do Feminists go erm wait we imported millions of men with very different views on

women , and who will use violence to get their way. at what point do they understand “racist” is just a 5

letter meaningless word, but personal safety, freedoms have meaning

This alignment kills feminism , i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on

about it, but in the voting booth, yep reform, restore
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Diane Ferretti   18 days ago

  Reply to  

6 5 C OMMENT S

Britt Harrison   18 days ago

Building a sense of neighbourliness often starts with a shared smile in the street with a stranger. This dress code

undermines the very possibility of engaging in this basic building block of our shared humanity.  
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No feminist should
defend the niqab
BY JOAN SMITH

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried.’ Credit: Getty

BURQA FEMINISM FGM IRAN ISLAM

NIQAB

  

I’m not in favor of banning the niqab, but it certainly isn’t harmless, let alone something to

celebrate. It’s a deliberate statement, signaling that women who wear it exist under

different rules and conditions than men. The impact may be ameliorated in countries with

equal rights enshrined in law, but a woman whose husband insists on her covering her

face before she leaves the house may have difficulty accessing them.

Feminists who criticize the niqab or the burqa are not attacking the women who wear it,

but the ideology which promotes it In Afghanistan the burqa makes individual women
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“What’s wrong with the niqab?” It’s not the question that goes through my head when I see

a woman with her face hidden, except for the eyes. I wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

she’s chosen it or been coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,

but not men, cover their faces in public is so obviously discriminatory that it makes me —

and many other people — uncomfortable.

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

defends some forms of discrimination against women is not yet dead and buried. It

appears, as it so often does, in the guise of opposing racism, as though any criticism of

someone’s culture can only be motivated by xenophobia. Over the weekend, pro-

migration campaigner Zoe Gardner called out the broadcaster Colin Brazier, who had

complained about seeing women wearing niqabs on Oxford Street in the center of

London.

Gardner denounced his post as “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question

about the niqab. “Go on spell it out you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

needs spelling out once again, it seems, is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely

damaging to women. Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.

There is a disturbing history here. In the Eighties, I used to argue with women, some of

them feminists, who believed in equal rights but refused to condemn “female

circumcision”. Their defense of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with

the same statement: “It’s their culture.” Even Germaine Greer fell for it, describing moves

to ban female genital mutilation as “an attack on cultural identity” in her 1999 book The

Whole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.

Or one could offer them instead an example of common decency, public probity and private virtue,

which renders the ritual veiling of women suprerogatory.

The modest example which many of our forfathers bore witness to.

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which

is in heaven”

In my opinion there is something unpleasantly Jacobin in even the speculative prospect of punishing a

minority for seeking refuge from decadence in personal piety.

0 0  R EPLY

Julian Farrows   18 days ago

  Reply to  

There is nothing pious about covering women’s faces.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

I suppose, to disagree usefully here, we would need to first agree on a neutral understanding

of the word ‘piety’ that would be mutually intelligible to a devout Muslim and a secular Feminist

0 0  R EPLY

Lancashire Lad   18 days ago

  Reply to  

This, along with your first comment, is the kind of moral morass you land yourself in when

you follow a creed – quoting it, no less – that renders your powers of critical thinking

redundant, just as intended.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Thank you for your engagement.

The quote is in fact taken from the Sixteenth verse of the 5th chapter of the Gospel

according to Matthew – rather than The Creed.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Stanhope   17 days ago

  Reply to  

QED!

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s a potentially clever plan, although snoods and balaclavas are already part of the daily yookay

aesthetic so maybe they wouldn’t mind wearing full face coverings.

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

The ultimate question in a free society is should we be telling people (in this case women) what they can and

can’t wear? Barbaric, backwards countries like Iran and France do this sort of thing, not us. If you want to live in

the sort of country that bans face coverings then swim the Channel.

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Most Iranian women think Europeans are insane to argue that women should be allowed to wear the

niqab “if they so choose”. They spend their lives battling to get out from under veils and headscarves,

so our enthusiasm about allowing women to voluntarily go back under them must seem perverse.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You’re not seeing the wood for the trees. Of course we want to allow women to wear what they want in

i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on about it, but in the

voting booth, yep reform, restore

I hope you’re right. I’m feminist, I am going to vote either Reform or Restore but I’m pretty public

about it. For the whatabouters, female voters have to look at what is the bigger threat to women.

For me it’s importing thousands of lone men from nations who think women are lower than the

gum on their shoes. What’s coming to light from the Rape Gang Inquiry that Rupert Lowe

platformed is pretty horrific. And yes, the police were in on it.

0 0  R EPLY

El Uro   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You are wrong, stupidity is immortal

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

some people are born that way, some that way because of age, that’s nothing to with morality,

i’m more forgiving of a stupid person doing wrong than someone who should know better, i.e

Blair.

Of course neither should hold any position of power

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

she was an attractive White female,with commonsense , an understanding of the law, she has no

place in the force,as they seem to hire Golums

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

There’s something not just disgraceful but completely deranged about some so-called feminists’

attitude to Islam. On the one hand when a Canadian policeman suggested a few years ago that young

women shouldn’t go around in provocative attire, we saw “s**t Marches” in Britain while these same

women are apologists for sharia law which in extreme forms prohibits females from ever being

outside the home without a male ‘guardian’. Some years ago a girl in Saudi Arabia who was raped was

given a public beating by the morality police — as she shouldn’t have been where she was in the first

place. This world is mad.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

we see 95% of Western White feminists very silent about the women in say Iran or say Rochdale, about Lesbians

must have sex with men if they say they are a Lesbian

But ‘micro agressions’ a slighty rude joke, it’s a genocide

So i once went to a greer thing back in the 90’s in westminster hall, i thought she was rubbish at the time, but like

my dad said about CND , it full of women, so i went and was probaly the only guy out of 300

In short Feminists don’t care about women, they care about them, they don’t push for Women sewer cleaners,

women being conscripted in the army, they just want that easy ride to the top, to the board

0 0  R EPLY

John K   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Modern feminism is (with some honourable exceptions) mainly about replacing upper middle class

men in high status jobs etc. with upper middle class women. They don’t give a [rude word] about poor

or disadvantaged women.

0 0  R EPLY

Ethniciodo Rodneydo   18 days ago

If women in a family wear the niqab it should be compulsory for the men too on pain of prison

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

remember they don’t care about neighbourliness, i saw the video of shock horror a decent British

copper, Muslims objected to a Christian preacher, “how dare he come to our area and preach his

religion” , yeah guess they don’t get irony either

Fair fair to the Lady Copper she told them, he has a right to do it, and they if they don’t like it can go

it must have been very humilating for them, 1 white female copper telling these must have been 10-20

‘strong’ muslim men to do one, and i don’t think she had any backup, just her

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Want to take a bet if the lone white female police officer will get some censure for her actions? A

rare example of common sense – therefore she will be prosecuted.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Exactly! We can’t have an outbreak of commonsense in the police force. Have to nip that bud!

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Frankly in today’s UK a brave young policewoman 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i remember in the 2011 London Riots, who messed up the neighbourhoods and who fixed them

afterwards, lets say it was telling

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

Feminists are bringing in their own handmaidens Islamic tale, guess what they won’t be so accommodating

When something has no sense to it, the people pushing it need to be excluded from any decision making, inc their

right to vote to be honest

If people are suicidal, we intervene, well these feminists are suicidal

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

It’s just the glaring and grotesque hypocrisy of the extreme feminist Left. They’ve always been like this, which is

why no one takes them seriously, which just makes them more neurotic and extreme. Well, I suppose if they’re

willing to wait long enough, until Britain is a Muslin caliphate state, they too will gain the experience of wearing a

niqab. Let’s see how they like it then. I can hear them pleading now: ‘But wait, we were on your side. We

welcomed you and supported you blindly in enabling you to institute sharia law throughout the UK. Now you want

us to wear a niqab?’ 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know eventually even the really stupid people get it one day, oh the emperor had no clothes on

after all.

At what point do Feminists go erm wait we imported millions of men with very different views on

women , and who will use violence to get their way. at what point do they understand “racist” is just a 5

letter meaningless word, but personal safety, freedoms have meaning

This alignment kills feminism , i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on

about it, but in the voting booth, yep reform, restore

0 0  R EPLY

Diane Ferretti   18 days ago

  Reply to  

6 5 C OMMENT S

Britt Harrison   18 days ago

Building a sense of neighbourliness often starts with a shared smile in the street with a stranger. This dress code

undermines the very possibility of engaging in this basic building block of our shared humanity.  

0 0  R EPLY
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No feminist should
defend the niqab
BY JOAN SMITH

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried.’ Credit: Getty

BURQA FEMINISM FGM IRAN ISLAM

NIQAB

  

I’m not in favor of banning the niqab, but it certainly isn’t harmless, let alone something to

celebrate. It’s a deliberate statement, signaling that women who wear it exist under

different rules and conditions than men. The impact may be ameliorated in countries with

equal rights enshrined in law, but a woman whose husband insists on her covering her

face before she leaves the house may have difficulty accessing them.

Feminists who criticize the niqab or the burqa are not attacking the women who wear it,

but the ideology which promotes it In Afghanistan the burqa makes individual women

 FEBRUARY 23 2026 - 11:20AM

“What’s wrong with the niqab?” It’s not the question that goes through my head when I see

a woman with her face hidden, except for the eyes. I wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

she’s chosen it or been coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,

but not men, cover their faces in public is so obviously discriminatory that it makes me —

and many other people — uncomfortable.

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

defends some forms of discrimination against women is not yet dead and buried. It

appears, as it so often does, in the guise of opposing racism, as though any criticism of

someone’s culture can only be motivated by xenophobia. Over the weekend, pro-

migration campaigner Zoe Gardner called out the broadcaster Colin Brazier, who had

complained about seeing women wearing niqabs on Oxford Street in the center of

London.

Gardner denounced his post as “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question

about the niqab. “Go on spell it out you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

needs spelling out once again, it seems, is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely

damaging to women. Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.

There is a disturbing history here. In the Eighties, I used to argue with women, some of

them feminists, who believed in equal rights but refused to condemn “female

circumcision”. Their defense of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with

the same statement: “It’s their culture.” Even Germaine Greer fell for it, describing moves

to ban female genital mutilation as “an attack on cultural identity” in her 1999 book The

Whole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.

a free and open society. But clearly the case of the niqab is more complicated than this. There is no

question that most women are either forced or feel extreme group/peer pressure to wear it. The

question is: left to their own devices, would women invent such a piece of clothing for themselves?

Methinks not. Someone else is therefore making them do it. There’s your answer.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

As a thought experiment, try applying that same heuristic to tattoos, lip injections, and plastic

surgery.

Or even to high heeled shoes, come to think of it.

’Left to their own devices…’.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

4 days ago

Telegraph

“Taliban allows men to beat wives – so long as they don’t break bonesAfghanistan government introduces new

code that allows beatings, bans women from escaping violence and makes justice structurally impossible”

this is the future feminists are getting, as usual we will have to save them from their own stupidity

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Wouldn’t bother – let Darwinism take its course. Leave them to their own stoopid beliefs, just don’t

import it into GB.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you are right, feminists they not the most prolific of breeders, but that’s till the taliban are in

charge and they will be popping out suicide bombers by the dozen

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Of course the Taliban allows men to beat their wives, it’s mandated in 4:24 as a punishment for

disobedience (beware some recent English translations that try to obfuscate for the benefit of

Western audiences – the original Arabic is clear)

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

Even the moderate Indonesian state has recently passed a law making sexual activity outside

marriage against the law. And here you have ‘feminists’ who flaunt their multiple affairs defending

such laws as other people’s ‘cultural practices’. Why not defend the burning of widows which, to their

credit, the British stamped out in India. Some cultural practices are worse than others, full stop.

0 0  R EPLY

Philip clayton   18 days ago

Same way the Left is less bothered by antisemitism than it should be. ‘Backing Gaza’ meant being ok with the

horrific crimes of October 7th, or pretending they were fake. Turning a blind eye to bad stuff because it doesn’t fit

part of your ideology is a necessary part of more extreme ideologies

“I want to be nice to brown people, so I have to overlook the things about Islam that don’t fit my narrative”

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

Once again I’m happy that I live in a country that knows the limits of sensible tolerance and has banned the

niqab/burka. These things do not belong anywhere in the West.

A while ago I was out running and saw a poster of a woman in a burka with the slogan “Kalifat ist die Lösung”

(“Caliphate is the solution”) stuck on the concrete base of a crane. I was shocked but ran on, wondering if there

were any more. There weren’t.

Two days later I ran the same route and was immensely gratified to see that this poster had suffered the fate

Or one could offer them instead an example of common decency, public probity and private virtue,

which renders the ritual veiling of women suprerogatory.

The modest example which many of our forfathers bore witness to.

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which

is in heaven”

In my opinion there is something unpleasantly Jacobin in even the speculative prospect of punishing a

minority for seeking refuge from decadence in personal piety.

0 0  R EPLY

Julian Farrows   18 days ago

  Reply to  

There is nothing pious about covering women’s faces.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

I suppose, to disagree usefully here, we would need to first agree on a neutral understanding

of the word ‘piety’ that would be mutually intelligible to a devout Muslim and a secular Feminist

0 0  R EPLY

Lancashire Lad   18 days ago

  Reply to  

This, along with your first comment, is the kind of moral morass you land yourself in when

you follow a creed – quoting it, no less – that renders your powers of critical thinking

redundant, just as intended.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Thank you for your engagement.

The quote is in fact taken from the Sixteenth verse of the 5th chapter of the Gospel

according to Matthew – rather than The Creed.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Stanhope   17 days ago

  Reply to  

QED!

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s a potentially clever plan, although snoods and balaclavas are already part of the daily yookay

aesthetic so maybe they wouldn’t mind wearing full face coverings.

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

The ultimate question in a free society is should we be telling people (in this case women) what they can and

can’t wear? Barbaric, backwards countries like Iran and France do this sort of thing, not us. If you want to live in

the sort of country that bans face coverings then swim the Channel.

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Most Iranian women think Europeans are insane to argue that women should be allowed to wear the

niqab “if they so choose”. They spend their lives battling to get out from under veils and headscarves,

so our enthusiasm about allowing women to voluntarily go back under them must seem perverse.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You’re not seeing the wood for the trees. Of course we want to allow women to wear what they want in

i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on about it, but in the

voting booth, yep reform, restore

I hope you’re right. I’m feminist, I am going to vote either Reform or Restore but I’m pretty public

about it. For the whatabouters, female voters have to look at what is the bigger threat to women.

For me it’s importing thousands of lone men from nations who think women are lower than the

gum on their shoes. What’s coming to light from the Rape Gang Inquiry that Rupert Lowe

platformed is pretty horrific. And yes, the police were in on it.

0 0  R EPLY

El Uro   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You are wrong, stupidity is immortal

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

some people are born that way, some that way because of age, that’s nothing to with morality,

i’m more forgiving of a stupid person doing wrong than someone who should know better, i.e

Blair.

Of course neither should hold any position of power

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

she was an attractive White female,with commonsense , an understanding of the law, she has no

place in the force,as they seem to hire Golums

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

There’s something not just disgraceful but completely deranged about some so-called feminists’

attitude to Islam. On the one hand when a Canadian policeman suggested a few years ago that young

women shouldn’t go around in provocative attire, we saw “s**t Marches” in Britain while these same

women are apologists for sharia law which in extreme forms prohibits females from ever being

outside the home without a male ‘guardian’. Some years ago a girl in Saudi Arabia who was raped was

given a public beating by the morality police — as she shouldn’t have been where she was in the first

place. This world is mad.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

we see 95% of Western White feminists very silent about the women in say Iran or say Rochdale, about Lesbians

must have sex with men if they say they are a Lesbian

But ‘micro agressions’ a slighty rude joke, it’s a genocide

So i once went to a greer thing back in the 90’s in westminster hall, i thought she was rubbish at the time, but like

my dad said about CND , it full of women, so i went and was probaly the only guy out of 300

In short Feminists don’t care about women, they care about them, they don’t push for Women sewer cleaners,

women being conscripted in the army, they just want that easy ride to the top, to the board

0 0  R EPLY

John K   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Modern feminism is (with some honourable exceptions) mainly about replacing upper middle class

men in high status jobs etc. with upper middle class women. They don’t give a [rude word] about poor

or disadvantaged women.

0 0  R EPLY

Ethniciodo Rodneydo   18 days ago

If women in a family wear the niqab it should be compulsory for the men too on pain of prison

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

remember they don’t care about neighbourliness, i saw the video of shock horror a decent British

copper, Muslims objected to a Christian preacher, “how dare he come to our area and preach his

religion” , yeah guess they don’t get irony either

Fair fair to the Lady Copper she told them, he has a right to do it, and they if they don’t like it can go

it must have been very humilating for them, 1 white female copper telling these must have been 10-20

‘strong’ muslim men to do one, and i don’t think she had any backup, just her

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Want to take a bet if the lone white female police officer will get some censure for her actions? A

rare example of common sense – therefore she will be prosecuted.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Exactly! We can’t have an outbreak of commonsense in the police force. Have to nip that bud!

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Frankly in today’s UK a brave young policewoman 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i remember in the 2011 London Riots, who messed up the neighbourhoods and who fixed them

afterwards, lets say it was telling

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

Feminists are bringing in their own handmaidens Islamic tale, guess what they won’t be so accommodating

When something has no sense to it, the people pushing it need to be excluded from any decision making, inc their

right to vote to be honest

If people are suicidal, we intervene, well these feminists are suicidal

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

It’s just the glaring and grotesque hypocrisy of the extreme feminist Left. They’ve always been like this, which is

why no one takes them seriously, which just makes them more neurotic and extreme. Well, I suppose if they’re

willing to wait long enough, until Britain is a Muslin caliphate state, they too will gain the experience of wearing a

niqab. Let’s see how they like it then. I can hear them pleading now: ‘But wait, we were on your side. We

welcomed you and supported you blindly in enabling you to institute sharia law throughout the UK. Now you want

us to wear a niqab?’ 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know eventually even the really stupid people get it one day, oh the emperor had no clothes on

after all.

At what point do Feminists go erm wait we imported millions of men with very different views on

women , and who will use violence to get their way. at what point do they understand “racist” is just a 5

letter meaningless word, but personal safety, freedoms have meaning

This alignment kills feminism , i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on

about it, but in the voting booth, yep reform, restore

0 0  R EPLY

Diane Ferretti   18 days ago

  Reply to  

6 5 C OMMENT S

Britt Harrison   18 days ago

Building a sense of neighbourliness often starts with a shared smile in the street with a stranger. This dress code

undermines the very possibility of engaging in this basic building block of our shared humanity.  

0 0  R EPLY
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No feminist should
defend the niqab
BY JOAN SMITH

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried.’ Credit: Getty

BURQA FEMINISM FGM IRAN ISLAM

NIQAB

  

I’m not in favor of banning the niqab, but it certainly isn’t harmless, let alone something to

celebrate. It’s a deliberate statement, signaling that women who wear it exist under

different rules and conditions than men. The impact may be ameliorated in countries with

equal rights enshrined in law, but a woman whose husband insists on her covering her

face before she leaves the house may have difficulty accessing them.

Feminists who criticize the niqab or the burqa are not attacking the women who wear it,

but the ideology which promotes it In Afghanistan the burqa makes individual women

 FEBRUARY 23 2026 - 11:20AM

“What’s wrong with the niqab?” It’s not the question that goes through my head when I see

a woman with her face hidden, except for the eyes. I wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

she’s chosen it or been coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,

but not men, cover their faces in public is so obviously discriminatory that it makes me —

and many other people — uncomfortable.

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

defends some forms of discrimination against women is not yet dead and buried. It

appears, as it so often does, in the guise of opposing racism, as though any criticism of

someone’s culture can only be motivated by xenophobia. Over the weekend, pro-

migration campaigner Zoe Gardner called out the broadcaster Colin Brazier, who had

complained about seeing women wearing niqabs on Oxford Street in the center of

London.

Gardner denounced his post as “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question

about the niqab. “Go on spell it out you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

needs spelling out once again, it seems, is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely

damaging to women. Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.

There is a disturbing history here. In the Eighties, I used to argue with women, some of

them feminists, who believed in equal rights but refused to condemn “female

circumcision”. Their defense of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with

the same statement: “It’s their culture.” Even Germaine Greer fell for it, describing moves

to ban female genital mutilation as “an attack on cultural identity” in her 1999 book The

Whole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.

Two days later I ran the same route and was immensely gratified to see that this poster had suffered the fate

usually reserved for election posters: complete and utter annihilation. I resolved that the next time I see a poster

like this, I’ll rip the f*cker down myself. Resistance starts at grassroots level.

0 0  R EPLY

Lord Lucan   18 days ago

The fascinating thing about this article is that the author is unable to say, “Islam.” She quotes people who do, but

she does not.

Instead, the article mentions “discrimination,” “cultural practices,” an “ideology,” even a “misogynistic sect,” yet at

no point does the author herself identify the connection between veiling and a specific religion (though, to be fair,

not all branches that faith insist on swaddling their wives and daughters).

I, for one, am curious ….

0 0  R EPLY

Christopher James Morey   18 days ago

Good luck with your campaign against (what we’re told is) a fundamental part of Islam (it’s not). What Ms. Smith

seems to have missed, though, is clear evidence that it is Muslim women, typically mothers of young men, who

seek niqab-shrouded brides for their offspring, apparently on the basis that they will be more subservient than

the ‘rebels’ who don’t cover their faces. Since marriage is the only option available to traditional Muslim young

women, it’s not surprising if those who want a husband put on a niqab. Once they’ve done so, they’ll find it

difficult-to-impossible to leave off.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

The fact is that many women from Islamic backgrounds look at the society that second and third wave Feminism

has fostered and simply want no part of it.

0 0  R EPLY

Julian Farrows   18 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s a myth. They’re not even allowed to entertain that notion. There is a healthy medium between

radical feminism and Islamic submission.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

‘Taking the veil’ has been a conventional expression of female piety in the Abrahamic faiths since

time immemorial.

0 0  R EPLY

Lancashire Lad   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Oh come on – female piety? As imposed upon them and inducted into them by males – for the

benefit of males. The classic example of this, of course, is the ‘virgin’ Mary. It’s hogwash,

designed and delivered into the heads of the naive “since time immemorial”.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Stanhope   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Hear hear, or in the vernacular total boll*cks!

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

This is the sort of thinking that got us into the Iraq and Afghan debacles.

’Under every Burqah is a repressed Feminist just waiting to be liberated’.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Yes, I am familiar with the conventional materialist objections to the notion of sincere

female religiosity – such as they are. Simone de Beauvoir stated them for all time in The

a free and open society. But clearly the case of the niqab is more complicated than this. There is no

question that most women are either forced or feel extreme group/peer pressure to wear it. The

question is: left to their own devices, would women invent such a piece of clothing for themselves?

Methinks not. Someone else is therefore making them do it. There’s your answer.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

As a thought experiment, try applying that same heuristic to tattoos, lip injections, and plastic

surgery.

Or even to high heeled shoes, come to think of it.

’Left to their own devices…’.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

4 days ago

Telegraph

“Taliban allows men to beat wives – so long as they don’t break bonesAfghanistan government introduces new

code that allows beatings, bans women from escaping violence and makes justice structurally impossible”

this is the future feminists are getting, as usual we will have to save them from their own stupidity

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Wouldn’t bother – let Darwinism take its course. Leave them to their own stoopid beliefs, just don’t

import it into GB.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you are right, feminists they not the most prolific of breeders, but that’s till the taliban are in

charge and they will be popping out suicide bombers by the dozen

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Of course the Taliban allows men to beat their wives, it’s mandated in 4:24 as a punishment for

disobedience (beware some recent English translations that try to obfuscate for the benefit of

Western audiences – the original Arabic is clear)

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

Even the moderate Indonesian state has recently passed a law making sexual activity outside

marriage against the law. And here you have ‘feminists’ who flaunt their multiple affairs defending

such laws as other people’s ‘cultural practices’. Why not defend the burning of widows which, to their

credit, the British stamped out in India. Some cultural practices are worse than others, full stop.

0 0  R EPLY

Philip clayton   18 days ago

Same way the Left is less bothered by antisemitism than it should be. ‘Backing Gaza’ meant being ok with the

horrific crimes of October 7th, or pretending they were fake. Turning a blind eye to bad stuff because it doesn’t fit

part of your ideology is a necessary part of more extreme ideologies

“I want to be nice to brown people, so I have to overlook the things about Islam that don’t fit my narrative”

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

Once again I’m happy that I live in a country that knows the limits of sensible tolerance and has banned the

niqab/burka. These things do not belong anywhere in the West.

A while ago I was out running and saw a poster of a woman in a burka with the slogan “Kalifat ist die Lösung”

(“Caliphate is the solution”) stuck on the concrete base of a crane. I was shocked but ran on, wondering if there

were any more. There weren’t.

Two days later I ran the same route and was immensely gratified to see that this poster had suffered the fate

Or one could offer them instead an example of common decency, public probity and private virtue,

which renders the ritual veiling of women suprerogatory.

The modest example which many of our forfathers bore witness to.

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which

is in heaven”

In my opinion there is something unpleasantly Jacobin in even the speculative prospect of punishing a

minority for seeking refuge from decadence in personal piety.

0 0  R EPLY

Julian Farrows   18 days ago

  Reply to  

There is nothing pious about covering women’s faces.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

I suppose, to disagree usefully here, we would need to first agree on a neutral understanding

of the word ‘piety’ that would be mutually intelligible to a devout Muslim and a secular Feminist

0 0  R EPLY

Lancashire Lad   18 days ago

  Reply to  

This, along with your first comment, is the kind of moral morass you land yourself in when

you follow a creed – quoting it, no less – that renders your powers of critical thinking

redundant, just as intended.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Thank you for your engagement.

The quote is in fact taken from the Sixteenth verse of the 5th chapter of the Gospel

according to Matthew – rather than The Creed.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Stanhope   17 days ago

  Reply to  

QED!

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s a potentially clever plan, although snoods and balaclavas are already part of the daily yookay

aesthetic so maybe they wouldn’t mind wearing full face coverings.

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

The ultimate question in a free society is should we be telling people (in this case women) what they can and

can’t wear? Barbaric, backwards countries like Iran and France do this sort of thing, not us. If you want to live in

the sort of country that bans face coverings then swim the Channel.

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Most Iranian women think Europeans are insane to argue that women should be allowed to wear the

niqab “if they so choose”. They spend their lives battling to get out from under veils and headscarves,

so our enthusiasm about allowing women to voluntarily go back under them must seem perverse.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You’re not seeing the wood for the trees. Of course we want to allow women to wear what they want in

i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on about it, but in the

voting booth, yep reform, restore

I hope you’re right. I’m feminist, I am going to vote either Reform or Restore but I’m pretty public

about it. For the whatabouters, female voters have to look at what is the bigger threat to women.

For me it’s importing thousands of lone men from nations who think women are lower than the

gum on their shoes. What’s coming to light from the Rape Gang Inquiry that Rupert Lowe

platformed is pretty horrific. And yes, the police were in on it.

0 0  R EPLY

El Uro   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You are wrong, stupidity is immortal

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

some people are born that way, some that way because of age, that’s nothing to with morality,

i’m more forgiving of a stupid person doing wrong than someone who should know better, i.e

Blair.

Of course neither should hold any position of power

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

she was an attractive White female,with commonsense , an understanding of the law, she has no

place in the force,as they seem to hire Golums

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

There’s something not just disgraceful but completely deranged about some so-called feminists’

attitude to Islam. On the one hand when a Canadian policeman suggested a few years ago that young

women shouldn’t go around in provocative attire, we saw “s**t Marches” in Britain while these same

women are apologists for sharia law which in extreme forms prohibits females from ever being

outside the home without a male ‘guardian’. Some years ago a girl in Saudi Arabia who was raped was

given a public beating by the morality police — as she shouldn’t have been where she was in the first

place. This world is mad.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

we see 95% of Western White feminists very silent about the women in say Iran or say Rochdale, about Lesbians

must have sex with men if they say they are a Lesbian

But ‘micro agressions’ a slighty rude joke, it’s a genocide

So i once went to a greer thing back in the 90’s in westminster hall, i thought she was rubbish at the time, but like

my dad said about CND , it full of women, so i went and was probaly the only guy out of 300

In short Feminists don’t care about women, they care about them, they don’t push for Women sewer cleaners,

women being conscripted in the army, they just want that easy ride to the top, to the board

0 0  R EPLY

John K   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Modern feminism is (with some honourable exceptions) mainly about replacing upper middle class

men in high status jobs etc. with upper middle class women. They don’t give a [rude word] about poor

or disadvantaged women.

0 0  R EPLY

Ethniciodo Rodneydo   18 days ago

If women in a family wear the niqab it should be compulsory for the men too on pain of prison

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

remember they don’t care about neighbourliness, i saw the video of shock horror a decent British

copper, Muslims objected to a Christian preacher, “how dare he come to our area and preach his

religion” , yeah guess they don’t get irony either

Fair fair to the Lady Copper she told them, he has a right to do it, and they if they don’t like it can go

it must have been very humilating for them, 1 white female copper telling these must have been 10-20

‘strong’ muslim men to do one, and i don’t think she had any backup, just her

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Want to take a bet if the lone white female police officer will get some censure for her actions? A

rare example of common sense – therefore she will be prosecuted.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Exactly! We can’t have an outbreak of commonsense in the police force. Have to nip that bud!

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Frankly in today’s UK a brave young policewoman 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i remember in the 2011 London Riots, who messed up the neighbourhoods and who fixed them

afterwards, lets say it was telling

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

Feminists are bringing in their own handmaidens Islamic tale, guess what they won’t be so accommodating

When something has no sense to it, the people pushing it need to be excluded from any decision making, inc their

right to vote to be honest

If people are suicidal, we intervene, well these feminists are suicidal

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

It’s just the glaring and grotesque hypocrisy of the extreme feminist Left. They’ve always been like this, which is

why no one takes them seriously, which just makes them more neurotic and extreme. Well, I suppose if they’re

willing to wait long enough, until Britain is a Muslin caliphate state, they too will gain the experience of wearing a

niqab. Let’s see how they like it then. I can hear them pleading now: ‘But wait, we were on your side. We

welcomed you and supported you blindly in enabling you to institute sharia law throughout the UK. Now you want

us to wear a niqab?’ 
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David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know eventually even the really stupid people get it one day, oh the emperor had no clothes on

after all.

At what point do Feminists go erm wait we imported millions of men with very different views on

women , and who will use violence to get their way. at what point do they understand “racist” is just a 5

letter meaningless word, but personal safety, freedoms have meaning

This alignment kills feminism , i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on

about it, but in the voting booth, yep reform, restore

0 0  R EPLY

Diane Ferretti   18 days ago

  Reply to  

6 5 C OMMENT S

Britt Harrison   18 days ago

Building a sense of neighbourliness often starts with a shared smile in the street with a stranger. This dress code

undermines the very possibility of engaging in this basic building block of our shared humanity.  

0 0  R EPLY
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No feminist should
defend the niqab
BY JOAN SMITH

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried.’ Credit: Getty

BURQA FEMINISM FGM IRAN ISLAM

NIQAB

  

I’m not in favor of banning the niqab, but it certainly isn’t harmless, let alone something to

celebrate. It’s a deliberate statement, signaling that women who wear it exist under

different rules and conditions than men. The impact may be ameliorated in countries with

equal rights enshrined in law, but a woman whose husband insists on her covering her

face before she leaves the house may have difficulty accessing them.

Feminists who criticize the niqab or the burqa are not attacking the women who wear it,

but the ideology which promotes it In Afghanistan the burqa makes individual women
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“What’s wrong with the niqab?” It’s not the question that goes through my head when I see

a woman with her face hidden, except for the eyes. I wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

she’s chosen it or been coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,

but not men, cover their faces in public is so obviously discriminatory that it makes me —

and many other people — uncomfortable.

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

defends some forms of discrimination against women is not yet dead and buried. It

appears, as it so often does, in the guise of opposing racism, as though any criticism of

someone’s culture can only be motivated by xenophobia. Over the weekend, pro-

migration campaigner Zoe Gardner called out the broadcaster Colin Brazier, who had

complained about seeing women wearing niqabs on Oxford Street in the center of

London.

Gardner denounced his post as “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question

about the niqab. “Go on spell it out you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

needs spelling out once again, it seems, is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely

damaging to women. Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.

There is a disturbing history here. In the Eighties, I used to argue with women, some of

them feminists, who believed in equal rights but refused to condemn “female

circumcision”. Their defense of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with

the same statement: “It’s their culture.” Even Germaine Greer fell for it, describing moves

to ban female genital mutilation as “an attack on cultural identity” in her 1999 book The

Whole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.

Second Sex of 1949.

“For the Jews, Mohammedans, and Christians, among others, man is master by divine

right; the fear of God will therefore repress any impulse towards revolt in the

downtrodden female”

But to assert is not to prove, friend.

May I respectfully suggest that your own thoroughgoing inoculation against the religious

impulse makes you a suboptimal analyst of the sincerity or otherwise of the religious

feeling of others?

I merely warn, with all allowance for human nature, that if you think real female piety plays

no part in the growing adoption of the niqab among Muslim women, particularly in the

West, you misunderstand both human nature and the Muslim Question.

As ever, thank you for your spirited engagement.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i’ve frequented ‘Muslim’ social media, they speak english and you get a lot of females talking, guess

what they fancy hot white guys and think islam is boring, (even the guys do) but feel family, social

pressure to like Mrs Bucket, keep up appearances

Now this is no scientific survey, but esp the 2nd part, there seems to be a huge section of young

Muslims “Islam is so blooming boring ” which it is, you defer to the sensibility of your grandad from

Pakistan

See i was a young Christian, maybe not the best , but my religion did not put any restrictions on me, i

can socialise with whom i wanted

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know the expression about a Pet or GF , let it free and if it comes back it loves you

Well you can’t tell from a culture if it uses coercion what the true actions of

those people are

Now if say someone in a culture that is more free and women reject the modern female lifestyle, then

yes, they did not, their daddy did’nt force to

Maybe every burka lady is a potential blue haired screeching lesbian in the making if it were’nt for

their daddy, uncle, husband (often the same man)

0 0  R EPLY

null null   18 days ago

In many Muslim majority countries the niqab and burka are banned. You will not find women wearing this clothing

in Malaysia or Indonesia or even in Muslim majority areas of countries with large Muslim minority communities in

southern Thailand, Singapore or even the Philippines.

Yes, some Muslim women will cover their heads with scarves but so do traditional nun habits, some Christian

widows etc.

Most people commenting on this topic have never lived outside the West and are completely ignorant of the

wider world and varying Muslim traditions.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

What’s your point in relation to the main article?

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

that we seem to have imported the most extreme bunch, lets face it when an MP is discussing

about well maybe marrying 1st cousins should be legal, we did’nt get the ‘liberal, smart’ ones , did

we

0 0  R EPLY

null null   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Thanks My point is that we always seem to choose adhere and defend the worst forms of

Two days later I ran the same route and was immensely gratified to see that this poster had suffered the fate

usually reserved for election posters: complete and utter annihilation. I resolved that the next time I see a poster

like this, I’ll rip the f*cker down myself. Resistance starts at grassroots level.

0 0  R EPLY

Lord Lucan   18 days ago

The fascinating thing about this article is that the author is unable to say, “Islam.” She quotes people who do, but

she does not.

Instead, the article mentions “discrimination,” “cultural practices,” an “ideology,” even a “misogynistic sect,” yet at

no point does the author herself identify the connection between veiling and a specific religion (though, to be fair,

not all branches that faith insist on swaddling their wives and daughters).

I, for one, am curious ….

0 0  R EPLY

Christopher James Morey   18 days ago

Good luck with your campaign against (what we’re told is) a fundamental part of Islam (it’s not). What Ms. Smith

seems to have missed, though, is clear evidence that it is Muslim women, typically mothers of young men, who

seek niqab-shrouded brides for their offspring, apparently on the basis that they will be more subservient than

the ‘rebels’ who don’t cover their faces. Since marriage is the only option available to traditional Muslim young

women, it’s not surprising if those who want a husband put on a niqab. Once they’ve done so, they’ll find it

difficult-to-impossible to leave off.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

The fact is that many women from Islamic backgrounds look at the society that second and third wave Feminism

has fostered and simply want no part of it.

0 0  R EPLY

Julian Farrows   18 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s a myth. They’re not even allowed to entertain that notion. There is a healthy medium between

radical feminism and Islamic submission.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

‘Taking the veil’ has been a conventional expression of female piety in the Abrahamic faiths since

time immemorial.

0 0  R EPLY

Lancashire Lad   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Oh come on – female piety? As imposed upon them and inducted into them by males – for the

benefit of males. The classic example of this, of course, is the ‘virgin’ Mary. It’s hogwash,

designed and delivered into the heads of the naive “since time immemorial”.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Stanhope   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Hear hear, or in the vernacular total boll*cks!

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

This is the sort of thinking that got us into the Iraq and Afghan debacles.

’Under every Burqah is a repressed Feminist just waiting to be liberated’.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Yes, I am familiar with the conventional materialist objections to the notion of sincere

female religiosity – such as they are. Simone de Beauvoir stated them for all time in The

a free and open society. But clearly the case of the niqab is more complicated than this. There is no

question that most women are either forced or feel extreme group/peer pressure to wear it. The

question is: left to their own devices, would women invent such a piece of clothing for themselves?

Methinks not. Someone else is therefore making them do it. There’s your answer.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

As a thought experiment, try applying that same heuristic to tattoos, lip injections, and plastic

surgery.

Or even to high heeled shoes, come to think of it.

’Left to their own devices…’.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

4 days ago

Telegraph

“Taliban allows men to beat wives – so long as they don’t break bonesAfghanistan government introduces new

code that allows beatings, bans women from escaping violence and makes justice structurally impossible”

this is the future feminists are getting, as usual we will have to save them from their own stupidity

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Wouldn’t bother – let Darwinism take its course. Leave them to their own stoopid beliefs, just don’t

import it into GB.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you are right, feminists they not the most prolific of breeders, but that’s till the taliban are in

charge and they will be popping out suicide bombers by the dozen

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Of course the Taliban allows men to beat their wives, it’s mandated in 4:24 as a punishment for

disobedience (beware some recent English translations that try to obfuscate for the benefit of

Western audiences – the original Arabic is clear)

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

Even the moderate Indonesian state has recently passed a law making sexual activity outside

marriage against the law. And here you have ‘feminists’ who flaunt their multiple affairs defending

such laws as other people’s ‘cultural practices’. Why not defend the burning of widows which, to their

credit, the British stamped out in India. Some cultural practices are worse than others, full stop.

0 0  R EPLY

Philip clayton   18 days ago

Same way the Left is less bothered by antisemitism than it should be. ‘Backing Gaza’ meant being ok with the

horrific crimes of October 7th, or pretending they were fake. Turning a blind eye to bad stuff because it doesn’t fit

part of your ideology is a necessary part of more extreme ideologies

“I want to be nice to brown people, so I have to overlook the things about Islam that don’t fit my narrative”

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

Once again I’m happy that I live in a country that knows the limits of sensible tolerance and has banned the

niqab/burka. These things do not belong anywhere in the West.

A while ago I was out running and saw a poster of a woman in a burka with the slogan “Kalifat ist die Lösung”

(“Caliphate is the solution”) stuck on the concrete base of a crane. I was shocked but ran on, wondering if there

were any more. There weren’t.

Two days later I ran the same route and was immensely gratified to see that this poster had suffered the fate

Or one could offer them instead an example of common decency, public probity and private virtue,

which renders the ritual veiling of women suprerogatory.

The modest example which many of our forfathers bore witness to.

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which

is in heaven”

In my opinion there is something unpleasantly Jacobin in even the speculative prospect of punishing a

minority for seeking refuge from decadence in personal piety.

0 0  R EPLY

Julian Farrows   18 days ago

  Reply to  

There is nothing pious about covering women’s faces.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

I suppose, to disagree usefully here, we would need to first agree on a neutral understanding

of the word ‘piety’ that would be mutually intelligible to a devout Muslim and a secular Feminist

0 0  R EPLY

Lancashire Lad   18 days ago

  Reply to  

This, along with your first comment, is the kind of moral morass you land yourself in when

you follow a creed – quoting it, no less – that renders your powers of critical thinking

redundant, just as intended.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Thank you for your engagement.

The quote is in fact taken from the Sixteenth verse of the 5th chapter of the Gospel

according to Matthew – rather than The Creed.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Stanhope   17 days ago

  Reply to  

QED!

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s a potentially clever plan, although snoods and balaclavas are already part of the daily yookay

aesthetic so maybe they wouldn’t mind wearing full face coverings.

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

The ultimate question in a free society is should we be telling people (in this case women) what they can and

can’t wear? Barbaric, backwards countries like Iran and France do this sort of thing, not us. If you want to live in

the sort of country that bans face coverings then swim the Channel.

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Most Iranian women think Europeans are insane to argue that women should be allowed to wear the

niqab “if they so choose”. They spend their lives battling to get out from under veils and headscarves,

so our enthusiasm about allowing women to voluntarily go back under them must seem perverse.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You’re not seeing the wood for the trees. Of course we want to allow women to wear what they want in

i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on about it, but in the

voting booth, yep reform, restore

I hope you’re right. I’m feminist, I am going to vote either Reform or Restore but I’m pretty public

about it. For the whatabouters, female voters have to look at what is the bigger threat to women.

For me it’s importing thousands of lone men from nations who think women are lower than the

gum on their shoes. What’s coming to light from the Rape Gang Inquiry that Rupert Lowe

platformed is pretty horrific. And yes, the police were in on it.

0 0  R EPLY

El Uro   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You are wrong, stupidity is immortal

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

some people are born that way, some that way because of age, that’s nothing to with morality,

i’m more forgiving of a stupid person doing wrong than someone who should know better, i.e

Blair.

Of course neither should hold any position of power

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

she was an attractive White female,with commonsense , an understanding of the law, she has no

place in the force,as they seem to hire Golums

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

There’s something not just disgraceful but completely deranged about some so-called feminists’

attitude to Islam. On the one hand when a Canadian policeman suggested a few years ago that young

women shouldn’t go around in provocative attire, we saw “s**t Marches” in Britain while these same

women are apologists for sharia law which in extreme forms prohibits females from ever being

outside the home without a male ‘guardian’. Some years ago a girl in Saudi Arabia who was raped was

given a public beating by the morality police — as she shouldn’t have been where she was in the first

place. This world is mad.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

we see 95% of Western White feminists very silent about the women in say Iran or say Rochdale, about Lesbians

must have sex with men if they say they are a Lesbian

But ‘micro agressions’ a slighty rude joke, it’s a genocide

So i once went to a greer thing back in the 90’s in westminster hall, i thought she was rubbish at the time, but like

my dad said about CND , it full of women, so i went and was probaly the only guy out of 300

In short Feminists don’t care about women, they care about them, they don’t push for Women sewer cleaners,

women being conscripted in the army, they just want that easy ride to the top, to the board

0 0  R EPLY

John K   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Modern feminism is (with some honourable exceptions) mainly about replacing upper middle class

men in high status jobs etc. with upper middle class women. They don’t give a [rude word] about poor

or disadvantaged women.

0 0  R EPLY

Ethniciodo Rodneydo   18 days ago

If women in a family wear the niqab it should be compulsory for the men too on pain of prison

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

remember they don’t care about neighbourliness, i saw the video of shock horror a decent British

copper, Muslims objected to a Christian preacher, “how dare he come to our area and preach his

religion” , yeah guess they don’t get irony either

Fair fair to the Lady Copper she told them, he has a right to do it, and they if they don’t like it can go

it must have been very humilating for them, 1 white female copper telling these must have been 10-20

‘strong’ muslim men to do one, and i don’t think she had any backup, just her

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Want to take a bet if the lone white female police officer will get some censure for her actions? A

rare example of common sense – therefore she will be prosecuted.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Exactly! We can’t have an outbreak of commonsense in the police force. Have to nip that bud!

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Frankly in today’s UK a brave young policewoman 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i remember in the 2011 London Riots, who messed up the neighbourhoods and who fixed them

afterwards, lets say it was telling

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

Feminists are bringing in their own handmaidens Islamic tale, guess what they won’t be so accommodating

When something has no sense to it, the people pushing it need to be excluded from any decision making, inc their

right to vote to be honest

If people are suicidal, we intervene, well these feminists are suicidal

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

It’s just the glaring and grotesque hypocrisy of the extreme feminist Left. They’ve always been like this, which is

why no one takes them seriously, which just makes them more neurotic and extreme. Well, I suppose if they’re

willing to wait long enough, until Britain is a Muslin caliphate state, they too will gain the experience of wearing a

niqab. Let’s see how they like it then. I can hear them pleading now: ‘But wait, we were on your side. We

welcomed you and supported you blindly in enabling you to institute sharia law throughout the UK. Now you want

us to wear a niqab?’ 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know eventually even the really stupid people get it one day, oh the emperor had no clothes on

after all.

At what point do Feminists go erm wait we imported millions of men with very different views on

women , and who will use violence to get their way. at what point do they understand “racist” is just a 5

letter meaningless word, but personal safety, freedoms have meaning

This alignment kills feminism , i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on

about it, but in the voting booth, yep reform, restore

0 0  R EPLY

Diane Ferretti   18 days ago

  Reply to  

6 5 C OMMENT S

Britt Harrison   18 days ago

Building a sense of neighbourliness often starts with a shared smile in the street with a stranger. This dress code

undermines the very possibility of engaging in this basic building block of our shared humanity.  

0 0  R EPLY
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No feminist should
defend the niqab
BY JOAN SMITH

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried.’ Credit: Getty

BURQA FEMINISM FGM IRAN ISLAM

NIQAB

  

I’m not in favor of banning the niqab, but it certainly isn’t harmless, let alone something to

celebrate. It’s a deliberate statement, signaling that women who wear it exist under

different rules and conditions than men. The impact may be ameliorated in countries with

equal rights enshrined in law, but a woman whose husband insists on her covering her

face before she leaves the house may have difficulty accessing them.

Feminists who criticize the niqab or the burqa are not attacking the women who wear it,

but the ideology which promotes it In Afghanistan the burqa makes individual women

 FEBRUARY 23 2026 - 11:20AM

“What’s wrong with the niqab?” It’s not the question that goes through my head when I see

a woman with her face hidden, except for the eyes. I wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

she’s chosen it or been coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,

but not men, cover their faces in public is so obviously discriminatory that it makes me —

and many other people — uncomfortable.

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

defends some forms of discrimination against women is not yet dead and buried. It

appears, as it so often does, in the guise of opposing racism, as though any criticism of

someone’s culture can only be motivated by xenophobia. Over the weekend, pro-

migration campaigner Zoe Gardner called out the broadcaster Colin Brazier, who had

complained about seeing women wearing niqabs on Oxford Street in the center of

London.

Gardner denounced his post as “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question

about the niqab. “Go on spell it out you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

needs spelling out once again, it seems, is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely

damaging to women. Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.

There is a disturbing history here. In the Eighties, I used to argue with women, some of

them feminists, who believed in equal rights but refused to condemn “female

circumcision”. Their defense of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with

the same statement: “It’s their culture.” Even Germaine Greer fell for it, describing moves

to ban female genital mutilation as “an attack on cultural identity” in her 1999 book The

Whole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.

Thanks. My point is that we always seem to choose, adhere and defend the worst forms of

permitted behaviour by claiming some cultural norm somewhere.

It’s deeply ironic that the feminists who are defending these abhorrent practices largely live in

the west and notionally enjoy the freedoms many of their fellow women crave, yet are willing

to turn a blind eye to subjugation of other non-western women, because it really doesn’t

affect them.

It’s more than defending FGM, you could extend this to defending the cultural practice of

having multiple wives (up to 4 under Islam), being required to please your husband and not

refuse him (and be punished if you fail to please him) and even the tradition of Hindu widows

throwing themselves onto funeral pyres if their husband passes before them so as not to

become a burden on his family.

I find it hard to believe a true feminist could defend any tenets of Islam or similar cultures and

the way they treat womenfolk.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s better. Clear now.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

The niqab is not at all uncommon in Kelantan or Terengannu in Malaysia, or in Aceh in Indonesia. I

have seen it and it’s adoption is increasing.

I hear it is also worn in parts of Pattani in Thailand.

You are right, though, to say it is far from universal. In the Malay world it is widely considered an

Arabic introduction indicating Salafist leanings.

0 0  R EPLY

Chipoko   18 days ago

All face coverings, female or male, should be banned in public spaces (excepting face masks genuinely used for

health purposes).

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

the real question about the niqab is why any feminist would defend it.

If your real purpose is not liberating women but destroying Western Civilization the question answers itself.

0 0  R EPLY

Diane Ferretti   18 days ago

Well, that’s leftism for you. I hadn’t heard of this person and a quick google search doesn’t report that she’s a

feminist but a comedy actress/writer. Many nations have banned face coverings and I hope the UK follows suit.

Face coverings dehumanize the wearer which seems to be the point.

0 0  R EPLY

Hilary Simpson   16 days ago

  Reply to  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan_Smith

0 0  R EPLY

William Shaw   18 days ago

Ban it. Without hesitation it should never have been allowed to be worn in Britain.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Hedges   18 days ago

Is not the Police bending to the will of certain Muslims no more or less corrupt than bending to the will of criminals

and accepting bribes?

The Metropolitan Police had recently been rocked by exposure of massive corruption in the Criminal

Investigation Department, and Mark, with the famous pronouncement, that “a good police force is one that

catches more crooks than it employs”,[3] set about attempting to reform it. He changed disciplinary procedures,

returned many detectives to uniform, made a number of television appearances praising the uniformed branch

following student unrest and protests against the Vietnam War, and began to gather around him a group of loyal,

Second Sex of 1949.

“For the Jews, Mohammedans, and Christians, among others, man is master by divine

right; the fear of God will therefore repress any impulse towards revolt in the

downtrodden female”

But to assert is not to prove, friend.

May I respectfully suggest that your own thoroughgoing inoculation against the religious

impulse makes you a suboptimal analyst of the sincerity or otherwise of the religious

feeling of others?

I merely warn, with all allowance for human nature, that if you think real female piety plays

no part in the growing adoption of the niqab among Muslim women, particularly in the

West, you misunderstand both human nature and the Muslim Question.

As ever, thank you for your spirited engagement.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i’ve frequented ‘Muslim’ social media, they speak english and you get a lot of females talking, guess

what they fancy hot white guys and think islam is boring, (even the guys do) but feel family, social

pressure to like Mrs Bucket, keep up appearances

Now this is no scientific survey, but esp the 2nd part, there seems to be a huge section of young

Muslims “Islam is so blooming boring ” which it is, you defer to the sensibility of your grandad from

Pakistan

See i was a young Christian, maybe not the best , but my religion did not put any restrictions on me, i

can socialise with whom i wanted

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know the expression about a Pet or GF , let it free and if it comes back it loves you

Well you can’t tell from a culture if it uses coercion what the true actions of

those people are

Now if say someone in a culture that is more free and women reject the modern female lifestyle, then

yes, they did not, their daddy did’nt force to

Maybe every burka lady is a potential blue haired screeching lesbian in the making if it were’nt for

their daddy, uncle, husband (often the same man)

0 0  R EPLY

null null   18 days ago

In many Muslim majority countries the niqab and burka are banned. You will not find women wearing this clothing

in Malaysia or Indonesia or even in Muslim majority areas of countries with large Muslim minority communities in

southern Thailand, Singapore or even the Philippines.

Yes, some Muslim women will cover their heads with scarves but so do traditional nun habits, some Christian

widows etc.

Most people commenting on this topic have never lived outside the West and are completely ignorant of the

wider world and varying Muslim traditions.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

What’s your point in relation to the main article?

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

that we seem to have imported the most extreme bunch, lets face it when an MP is discussing

about well maybe marrying 1st cousins should be legal, we did’nt get the ‘liberal, smart’ ones , did

we

0 0  R EPLY

null null   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Thanks My point is that we always seem to choose adhere and defend the worst forms of

Two days later I ran the same route and was immensely gratified to see that this poster had suffered the fate

usually reserved for election posters: complete and utter annihilation. I resolved that the next time I see a poster

like this, I’ll rip the f*cker down myself. Resistance starts at grassroots level.

0 0  R EPLY

Lord Lucan   18 days ago

The fascinating thing about this article is that the author is unable to say, “Islam.” She quotes people who do, but

she does not.

Instead, the article mentions “discrimination,” “cultural practices,” an “ideology,” even a “misogynistic sect,” yet at

no point does the author herself identify the connection between veiling and a specific religion (though, to be fair,

not all branches that faith insist on swaddling their wives and daughters).

I, for one, am curious ….

0 0  R EPLY

Christopher James Morey   18 days ago

Good luck with your campaign against (what we’re told is) a fundamental part of Islam (it’s not). What Ms. Smith

seems to have missed, though, is clear evidence that it is Muslim women, typically mothers of young men, who

seek niqab-shrouded brides for their offspring, apparently on the basis that they will be more subservient than

the ‘rebels’ who don’t cover their faces. Since marriage is the only option available to traditional Muslim young

women, it’s not surprising if those who want a husband put on a niqab. Once they’ve done so, they’ll find it

difficult-to-impossible to leave off.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

The fact is that many women from Islamic backgrounds look at the society that second and third wave Feminism

has fostered and simply want no part of it.

0 0  R EPLY

Julian Farrows   18 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s a myth. They’re not even allowed to entertain that notion. There is a healthy medium between

radical feminism and Islamic submission.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

‘Taking the veil’ has been a conventional expression of female piety in the Abrahamic faiths since

time immemorial.

0 0  R EPLY

Lancashire Lad   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Oh come on – female piety? As imposed upon them and inducted into them by males – for the

benefit of males. The classic example of this, of course, is the ‘virgin’ Mary. It’s hogwash,

designed and delivered into the heads of the naive “since time immemorial”.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Stanhope   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Hear hear, or in the vernacular total boll*cks!

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

This is the sort of thinking that got us into the Iraq and Afghan debacles.

’Under every Burqah is a repressed Feminist just waiting to be liberated’.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Yes, I am familiar with the conventional materialist objections to the notion of sincere

female religiosity – such as they are. Simone de Beauvoir stated them for all time in The

a free and open society. But clearly the case of the niqab is more complicated than this. There is no

question that most women are either forced or feel extreme group/peer pressure to wear it. The

question is: left to their own devices, would women invent such a piece of clothing for themselves?

Methinks not. Someone else is therefore making them do it. There’s your answer.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

As a thought experiment, try applying that same heuristic to tattoos, lip injections, and plastic

surgery.

Or even to high heeled shoes, come to think of it.

’Left to their own devices…’.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

4 days ago

Telegraph

“Taliban allows men to beat wives – so long as they don’t break bonesAfghanistan government introduces new

code that allows beatings, bans women from escaping violence and makes justice structurally impossible”

this is the future feminists are getting, as usual we will have to save them from their own stupidity

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Wouldn’t bother – let Darwinism take its course. Leave them to their own stoopid beliefs, just don’t

import it into GB.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you are right, feminists they not the most prolific of breeders, but that’s till the taliban are in

charge and they will be popping out suicide bombers by the dozen

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Of course the Taliban allows men to beat their wives, it’s mandated in 4:24 as a punishment for

disobedience (beware some recent English translations that try to obfuscate for the benefit of

Western audiences – the original Arabic is clear)
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Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

Even the moderate Indonesian state has recently passed a law making sexual activity outside

marriage against the law. And here you have ‘feminists’ who flaunt their multiple affairs defending

such laws as other people’s ‘cultural practices’. Why not defend the burning of widows which, to their

credit, the British stamped out in India. Some cultural practices are worse than others, full stop.
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Philip clayton   18 days ago

Same way the Left is less bothered by antisemitism than it should be. ‘Backing Gaza’ meant being ok with the

horrific crimes of October 7th, or pretending they were fake. Turning a blind eye to bad stuff because it doesn’t fit

part of your ideology is a necessary part of more extreme ideologies

“I want to be nice to brown people, so I have to overlook the things about Islam that don’t fit my narrative”

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

Once again I’m happy that I live in a country that knows the limits of sensible tolerance and has banned the

niqab/burka. These things do not belong anywhere in the West.

A while ago I was out running and saw a poster of a woman in a burka with the slogan “Kalifat ist die Lösung”

(“Caliphate is the solution”) stuck on the concrete base of a crane. I was shocked but ran on, wondering if there

were any more. There weren’t.

Two days later I ran the same route and was immensely gratified to see that this poster had suffered the fate

Or one could offer them instead an example of common decency, public probity and private virtue,

which renders the ritual veiling of women suprerogatory.

The modest example which many of our forfathers bore witness to.

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which

is in heaven”

In my opinion there is something unpleasantly Jacobin in even the speculative prospect of punishing a

minority for seeking refuge from decadence in personal piety.
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Julian Farrows   18 days ago

  Reply to  

There is nothing pious about covering women’s faces.
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William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

I suppose, to disagree usefully here, we would need to first agree on a neutral understanding

of the word ‘piety’ that would be mutually intelligible to a devout Muslim and a secular Feminist

0 0  R EPLY

Lancashire Lad   18 days ago

  Reply to  

This, along with your first comment, is the kind of moral morass you land yourself in when

you follow a creed – quoting it, no less – that renders your powers of critical thinking

redundant, just as intended.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Thank you for your engagement.

The quote is in fact taken from the Sixteenth verse of the 5th chapter of the Gospel

according to Matthew – rather than The Creed.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Stanhope   17 days ago

  Reply to  

QED!

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s a potentially clever plan, although snoods and balaclavas are already part of the daily yookay

aesthetic so maybe they wouldn’t mind wearing full face coverings.

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

The ultimate question in a free society is should we be telling people (in this case women) what they can and

can’t wear? Barbaric, backwards countries like Iran and France do this sort of thing, not us. If you want to live in

the sort of country that bans face coverings then swim the Channel.

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Most Iranian women think Europeans are insane to argue that women should be allowed to wear the

niqab “if they so choose”. They spend their lives battling to get out from under veils and headscarves,

so our enthusiasm about allowing women to voluntarily go back under them must seem perverse.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You’re not seeing the wood for the trees. Of course we want to allow women to wear what they want in

i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on about it, but in the

voting booth, yep reform, restore

I hope you’re right. I’m feminist, I am going to vote either Reform or Restore but I’m pretty public

about it. For the whatabouters, female voters have to look at what is the bigger threat to women.

For me it’s importing thousands of lone men from nations who think women are lower than the

gum on their shoes. What’s coming to light from the Rape Gang Inquiry that Rupert Lowe

platformed is pretty horrific. And yes, the police were in on it.

0 0  R EPLY

El Uro   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You are wrong, stupidity is immortal
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David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

some people are born that way, some that way because of age, that’s nothing to with morality,

i’m more forgiving of a stupid person doing wrong than someone who should know better, i.e

Blair.

Of course neither should hold any position of power

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

she was an attractive White female,with commonsense , an understanding of the law, she has no

place in the force,as they seem to hire Golums

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

There’s something not just disgraceful but completely deranged about some so-called feminists’

attitude to Islam. On the one hand when a Canadian policeman suggested a few years ago that young

women shouldn’t go around in provocative attire, we saw “s**t Marches” in Britain while these same

women are apologists for sharia law which in extreme forms prohibits females from ever being

outside the home without a male ‘guardian’. Some years ago a girl in Saudi Arabia who was raped was

given a public beating by the morality police — as she shouldn’t have been where she was in the first

place. This world is mad.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

we see 95% of Western White feminists very silent about the women in say Iran or say Rochdale, about Lesbians

must have sex with men if they say they are a Lesbian

But ‘micro agressions’ a slighty rude joke, it’s a genocide

So i once went to a greer thing back in the 90’s in westminster hall, i thought she was rubbish at the time, but like

my dad said about CND , it full of women, so i went and was probaly the only guy out of 300

In short Feminists don’t care about women, they care about them, they don’t push for Women sewer cleaners,

women being conscripted in the army, they just want that easy ride to the top, to the board

0 0  R EPLY

John K   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Modern feminism is (with some honourable exceptions) mainly about replacing upper middle class

men in high status jobs etc. with upper middle class women. They don’t give a [rude word] about poor

or disadvantaged women.

0 0  R EPLY

Ethniciodo Rodneydo   18 days ago

If women in a family wear the niqab it should be compulsory for the men too on pain of prison

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

remember they don’t care about neighbourliness, i saw the video of shock horror a decent British

copper, Muslims objected to a Christian preacher, “how dare he come to our area and preach his

religion” , yeah guess they don’t get irony either

Fair fair to the Lady Copper she told them, he has a right to do it, and they if they don’t like it can go

it must have been very humilating for them, 1 white female copper telling these must have been 10-20

‘strong’ muslim men to do one, and i don’t think she had any backup, just her

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Want to take a bet if the lone white female police officer will get some censure for her actions? A

rare example of common sense – therefore she will be prosecuted.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Exactly! We can’t have an outbreak of commonsense in the police force. Have to nip that bud!

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Frankly in today’s UK a brave young policewoman 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i remember in the 2011 London Riots, who messed up the neighbourhoods and who fixed them

afterwards, lets say it was telling

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

Feminists are bringing in their own handmaidens Islamic tale, guess what they won’t be so accommodating

When something has no sense to it, the people pushing it need to be excluded from any decision making, inc their

right to vote to be honest

If people are suicidal, we intervene, well these feminists are suicidal

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

It’s just the glaring and grotesque hypocrisy of the extreme feminist Left. They’ve always been like this, which is

why no one takes them seriously, which just makes them more neurotic and extreme. Well, I suppose if they’re

willing to wait long enough, until Britain is a Muslin caliphate state, they too will gain the experience of wearing a

niqab. Let’s see how they like it then. I can hear them pleading now: ‘But wait, we were on your side. We

welcomed you and supported you blindly in enabling you to institute sharia law throughout the UK. Now you want

us to wear a niqab?’ 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know eventually even the really stupid people get it one day, oh the emperor had no clothes on

after all.

At what point do Feminists go erm wait we imported millions of men with very different views on

women , and who will use violence to get their way. at what point do they understand “racist” is just a 5

letter meaningless word, but personal safety, freedoms have meaning

This alignment kills feminism , i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on

about it, but in the voting booth, yep reform, restore

0 0  R EPLY

Diane Ferretti   18 days ago

  Reply to  

6 5 C OMMENT S

Britt Harrison   18 days ago

Building a sense of neighbourliness often starts with a shared smile in the street with a stranger. This dress code

undermines the very possibility of engaging in this basic building block of our shared humanity.  
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No feminist should
defend the niqab
BY JOAN SMITH

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried.’ Credit: Getty

BURQA FEMINISM FGM IRAN ISLAM

NIQAB

  

I’m not in favor of banning the niqab, but it certainly isn’t harmless, let alone something to

celebrate. It’s a deliberate statement, signaling that women who wear it exist under

different rules and conditions than men. The impact may be ameliorated in countries with

equal rights enshrined in law, but a woman whose husband insists on her covering her

face before she leaves the house may have difficulty accessing them.

Feminists who criticize the niqab or the burqa are not attacking the women who wear it,

but the ideology which promotes it In Afghanistan the burqa makes individual women

 FEBRUARY 23 2026 - 11:20AM

“What’s wrong with the niqab?” It’s not the question that goes through my head when I see

a woman with her face hidden, except for the eyes. I wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

she’s chosen it or been coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,

but not men, cover their faces in public is so obviously discriminatory that it makes me —

and many other people — uncomfortable.

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

defends some forms of discrimination against women is not yet dead and buried. It

appears, as it so often does, in the guise of opposing racism, as though any criticism of

someone’s culture can only be motivated by xenophobia. Over the weekend, pro-

migration campaigner Zoe Gardner called out the broadcaster Colin Brazier, who had

complained about seeing women wearing niqabs on Oxford Street in the center of

London.

Gardner denounced his post as “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question

about the niqab. “Go on spell it out you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

needs spelling out once again, it seems, is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely

damaging to women. Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.

There is a disturbing history here. In the Eighties, I used to argue with women, some of

them feminists, who believed in equal rights but refused to condemn “female

circumcision”. Their defense of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with

the same statement: “It’s their culture.” Even Germaine Greer fell for it, describing moves

to ban female genital mutilation as “an attack on cultural identity” in her 1999 book The

Whole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.

ambitious uniformed officers who had not graduated from the old Hendon Police College.

Robert Mark – Wikipedia

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Hedges   17 days ago

The veil comes from the Muslim conquest of Byzantine territory: it enabled women to undertake clandestine

affairs.Greek high born women wore the veil.Beduin women were not veiled.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Hedges   17 days ago

The rise of the Muslim Brotherhood post 1973 – Yom Kippur War and Saudi funding of Waqf activities post 1979

has resulted in Muslim women having less freedom than before this date. News reels of late 1960s and early

1970s show women in Cairo wearing mini-skirts.Basically Muslims reject the freedom of women to chose the

father of their children.

In Malaysia, 40 years women did not wear the veil.

0 0  R EPLY

Malcolm Knott   17 days ago

Take the decision out of their hands, as the French have done. Let the faux feminists scream blue murder.

Dispute not with them for they are lunatick.

0 0  R EPLY

Matt Sylvestre   17 days ago

Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches. –

Brilliant!

Also while being forced into the straight jacket of a burka etc. is certainly sexist in a cartoonish form, it would also

be objectively absurd if equally forced on both sexes…

0 0  R EPLY

Philip Carson   17 days ago

The niqab is intended to protect women from the predations of men. Just as women are more than sex objects,

as a man I am insulted that I am seen as nothing more than a letcher.

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   16 days ago

The reason feminists defend the niqab is simply because their Marxism trumps their feminism.

1st tenet of Marxism? … ‘the minority must be protected against the majority at all costs’ …. It must cause some

gut wrenching cognitive dissonance thou lol

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   16 days ago

Don’t confuse Zoe Gardner with the majority of feminist leaning women. She represents the loud vocal faction,

who grew up without safety concerns & disrespect older women who put safeguards for women & girls in place.

The Niqab is a a way to silence women & make them invisible. Just as tight corsets historically restricted

women’s movement & breathing. There are many silly women out there who just like to shout

0 0  R EPLY

Thanks. My point is that we always seem to choose, adhere and defend the worst forms of

permitted behaviour by claiming some cultural norm somewhere.

It’s deeply ironic that the feminists who are defending these abhorrent practices largely live in

the west and notionally enjoy the freedoms many of their fellow women crave, yet are willing

to turn a blind eye to subjugation of other non-western women, because it really doesn’t

affect them.

It’s more than defending FGM, you could extend this to defending the cultural practice of

having multiple wives (up to 4 under Islam), being required to please your husband and not

refuse him (and be punished if you fail to please him) and even the tradition of Hindu widows

throwing themselves onto funeral pyres if their husband passes before them so as not to

become a burden on his family.

I find it hard to believe a true feminist could defend any tenets of Islam or similar cultures and

the way they treat womenfolk.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s better. Clear now.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

The niqab is not at all uncommon in Kelantan or Terengannu in Malaysia, or in Aceh in Indonesia. I

have seen it and it’s adoption is increasing.

I hear it is also worn in parts of Pattani in Thailand.

You are right, though, to say it is far from universal. In the Malay world it is widely considered an

Arabic introduction indicating Salafist leanings.

0 0  R EPLY

Chipoko   18 days ago

All face coverings, female or male, should be banned in public spaces (excepting face masks genuinely used for

health purposes).

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

the real question about the niqab is why any feminist would defend it.

If your real purpose is not liberating women but destroying Western Civilization the question answers itself.

0 0  R EPLY

Diane Ferretti   18 days ago

Well, that’s leftism for you. I hadn’t heard of this person and a quick google search doesn’t report that she’s a

feminist but a comedy actress/writer. Many nations have banned face coverings and I hope the UK follows suit.

Face coverings dehumanize the wearer which seems to be the point.

0 0  R EPLY

Hilary Simpson   16 days ago

  Reply to  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan_Smith

0 0  R EPLY

William Shaw   18 days ago

Ban it. Without hesitation it should never have been allowed to be worn in Britain.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Hedges   18 days ago

Is not the Police bending to the will of certain Muslims no more or less corrupt than bending to the will of criminals

and accepting bribes?

The Metropolitan Police had recently been rocked by exposure of massive corruption in the Criminal

Investigation Department, and Mark, with the famous pronouncement, that “a good police force is one that

catches more crooks than it employs”,[3] set about attempting to reform it. He changed disciplinary procedures,

returned many detectives to uniform, made a number of television appearances praising the uniformed branch

following student unrest and protests against the Vietnam War, and began to gather around him a group of loyal,

Second Sex of 1949.

“For the Jews, Mohammedans, and Christians, among others, man is master by divine

right; the fear of God will therefore repress any impulse towards revolt in the

downtrodden female”

But to assert is not to prove, friend.

May I respectfully suggest that your own thoroughgoing inoculation against the religious

impulse makes you a suboptimal analyst of the sincerity or otherwise of the religious

feeling of others?

I merely warn, with all allowance for human nature, that if you think real female piety plays

no part in the growing adoption of the niqab among Muslim women, particularly in the

West, you misunderstand both human nature and the Muslim Question.

As ever, thank you for your spirited engagement.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i’ve frequented ‘Muslim’ social media, they speak english and you get a lot of females talking, guess

what they fancy hot white guys and think islam is boring, (even the guys do) but feel family, social

pressure to like Mrs Bucket, keep up appearances

Now this is no scientific survey, but esp the 2nd part, there seems to be a huge section of young

Muslims “Islam is so blooming boring ” which it is, you defer to the sensibility of your grandad from

Pakistan

See i was a young Christian, maybe not the best , but my religion did not put any restrictions on me, i

can socialise with whom i wanted

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know the expression about a Pet or GF , let it free and if it comes back it loves you

Well you can’t tell from a culture if it uses coercion what the true actions of

those people are

Now if say someone in a culture that is more free and women reject the modern female lifestyle, then

yes, they did not, their daddy did’nt force to

Maybe every burka lady is a potential blue haired screeching lesbian in the making if it were’nt for

their daddy, uncle, husband (often the same man)

0 0  R EPLY

null null   18 days ago

In many Muslim majority countries the niqab and burka are banned. You will not find women wearing this clothing

in Malaysia or Indonesia or even in Muslim majority areas of countries with large Muslim minority communities in

southern Thailand, Singapore or even the Philippines.

Yes, some Muslim women will cover their heads with scarves but so do traditional nun habits, some Christian

widows etc.

Most people commenting on this topic have never lived outside the West and are completely ignorant of the

wider world and varying Muslim traditions.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

What’s your point in relation to the main article?

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

that we seem to have imported the most extreme bunch, lets face it when an MP is discussing

about well maybe marrying 1st cousins should be legal, we did’nt get the ‘liberal, smart’ ones , did

we

0 0  R EPLY

null null   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Thanks My point is that we always seem to choose adhere and defend the worst forms of

Two days later I ran the same route and was immensely gratified to see that this poster had suffered the fate

usually reserved for election posters: complete and utter annihilation. I resolved that the next time I see a poster

like this, I’ll rip the f*cker down myself. Resistance starts at grassroots level.

0 0  R EPLY

Lord Lucan   18 days ago

The fascinating thing about this article is that the author is unable to say, “Islam.” She quotes people who do, but

she does not.

Instead, the article mentions “discrimination,” “cultural practices,” an “ideology,” even a “misogynistic sect,” yet at

no point does the author herself identify the connection between veiling and a specific religion (though, to be fair,

not all branches that faith insist on swaddling their wives and daughters).

I, for one, am curious ….

0 0  R EPLY

Christopher James Morey   18 days ago

Good luck with your campaign against (what we’re told is) a fundamental part of Islam (it’s not). What Ms. Smith

seems to have missed, though, is clear evidence that it is Muslim women, typically mothers of young men, who

seek niqab-shrouded brides for their offspring, apparently on the basis that they will be more subservient than

the ‘rebels’ who don’t cover their faces. Since marriage is the only option available to traditional Muslim young

women, it’s not surprising if those who want a husband put on a niqab. Once they’ve done so, they’ll find it

difficult-to-impossible to leave off.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

The fact is that many women from Islamic backgrounds look at the society that second and third wave Feminism

has fostered and simply want no part of it.

0 0  R EPLY

Julian Farrows   18 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s a myth. They’re not even allowed to entertain that notion. There is a healthy medium between

radical feminism and Islamic submission.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

‘Taking the veil’ has been a conventional expression of female piety in the Abrahamic faiths since

time immemorial.

0 0  R EPLY

Lancashire Lad   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Oh come on – female piety? As imposed upon them and inducted into them by males – for the

benefit of males. The classic example of this, of course, is the ‘virgin’ Mary. It’s hogwash,

designed and delivered into the heads of the naive “since time immemorial”.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Stanhope   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Hear hear, or in the vernacular total boll*cks!

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

This is the sort of thinking that got us into the Iraq and Afghan debacles.

’Under every Burqah is a repressed Feminist just waiting to be liberated’.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Yes, I am familiar with the conventional materialist objections to the notion of sincere

female religiosity – such as they are. Simone de Beauvoir stated them for all time in The

a free and open society. But clearly the case of the niqab is more complicated than this. There is no

question that most women are either forced or feel extreme group/peer pressure to wear it. The

question is: left to their own devices, would women invent such a piece of clothing for themselves?

Methinks not. Someone else is therefore making them do it. There’s your answer.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

As a thought experiment, try applying that same heuristic to tattoos, lip injections, and plastic

surgery.

Or even to high heeled shoes, come to think of it.

’Left to their own devices…’.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

4 days ago

Telegraph

“Taliban allows men to beat wives – so long as they don’t break bonesAfghanistan government introduces new

code that allows beatings, bans women from escaping violence and makes justice structurally impossible”

this is the future feminists are getting, as usual we will have to save them from their own stupidity

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Wouldn’t bother – let Darwinism take its course. Leave them to their own stoopid beliefs, just don’t

import it into GB.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you are right, feminists they not the most prolific of breeders, but that’s till the taliban are in

charge and they will be popping out suicide bombers by the dozen

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Of course the Taliban allows men to beat their wives, it’s mandated in 4:24 as a punishment for

disobedience (beware some recent English translations that try to obfuscate for the benefit of

Western audiences – the original Arabic is clear)

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

Even the moderate Indonesian state has recently passed a law making sexual activity outside

marriage against the law. And here you have ‘feminists’ who flaunt their multiple affairs defending

such laws as other people’s ‘cultural practices’. Why not defend the burning of widows which, to their

credit, the British stamped out in India. Some cultural practices are worse than others, full stop.

0 0  R EPLY

Philip clayton   18 days ago

Same way the Left is less bothered by antisemitism than it should be. ‘Backing Gaza’ meant being ok with the

horrific crimes of October 7th, or pretending they were fake. Turning a blind eye to bad stuff because it doesn’t fit

part of your ideology is a necessary part of more extreme ideologies

“I want to be nice to brown people, so I have to overlook the things about Islam that don’t fit my narrative”

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

Once again I’m happy that I live in a country that knows the limits of sensible tolerance and has banned the

niqab/burka. These things do not belong anywhere in the West.

A while ago I was out running and saw a poster of a woman in a burka with the slogan “Kalifat ist die Lösung”

(“Caliphate is the solution”) stuck on the concrete base of a crane. I was shocked but ran on, wondering if there

were any more. There weren’t.

Two days later I ran the same route and was immensely gratified to see that this poster had suffered the fate

Or one could offer them instead an example of common decency, public probity and private virtue,

which renders the ritual veiling of women suprerogatory.

The modest example which many of our forfathers bore witness to.

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which

is in heaven”

In my opinion there is something unpleasantly Jacobin in even the speculative prospect of punishing a

minority for seeking refuge from decadence in personal piety.

0 0  R EPLY

Julian Farrows   18 days ago

  Reply to  

There is nothing pious about covering women’s faces.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

I suppose, to disagree usefully here, we would need to first agree on a neutral understanding

of the word ‘piety’ that would be mutually intelligible to a devout Muslim and a secular Feminist

0 0  R EPLY

Lancashire Lad   18 days ago

  Reply to  

This, along with your first comment, is the kind of moral morass you land yourself in when

you follow a creed – quoting it, no less – that renders your powers of critical thinking

redundant, just as intended.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Thank you for your engagement.

The quote is in fact taken from the Sixteenth verse of the 5th chapter of the Gospel

according to Matthew – rather than The Creed.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Stanhope   17 days ago

  Reply to  

QED!

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s a potentially clever plan, although snoods and balaclavas are already part of the daily yookay

aesthetic so maybe they wouldn’t mind wearing full face coverings.

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

The ultimate question in a free society is should we be telling people (in this case women) what they can and

can’t wear? Barbaric, backwards countries like Iran and France do this sort of thing, not us. If you want to live in

the sort of country that bans face coverings then swim the Channel.

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Most Iranian women think Europeans are insane to argue that women should be allowed to wear the

niqab “if they so choose”. They spend their lives battling to get out from under veils and headscarves,

so our enthusiasm about allowing women to voluntarily go back under them must seem perverse.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You’re not seeing the wood for the trees. Of course we want to allow women to wear what they want in

i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on about it, but in the

voting booth, yep reform, restore

I hope you’re right. I’m feminist, I am going to vote either Reform or Restore but I’m pretty public

about it. For the whatabouters, female voters have to look at what is the bigger threat to women.

For me it’s importing thousands of lone men from nations who think women are lower than the

gum on their shoes. What’s coming to light from the Rape Gang Inquiry that Rupert Lowe

platformed is pretty horrific. And yes, the police were in on it.

0 0  R EPLY

El Uro   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You are wrong, stupidity is immortal

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

some people are born that way, some that way because of age, that’s nothing to with morality,

i’m more forgiving of a stupid person doing wrong than someone who should know better, i.e

Blair.

Of course neither should hold any position of power

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

she was an attractive White female,with commonsense , an understanding of the law, she has no

place in the force,as they seem to hire Golums

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

There’s something not just disgraceful but completely deranged about some so-called feminists’

attitude to Islam. On the one hand when a Canadian policeman suggested a few years ago that young

women shouldn’t go around in provocative attire, we saw “s**t Marches” in Britain while these same

women are apologists for sharia law which in extreme forms prohibits females from ever being

outside the home without a male ‘guardian’. Some years ago a girl in Saudi Arabia who was raped was

given a public beating by the morality police — as she shouldn’t have been where she was in the first

place. This world is mad.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

we see 95% of Western White feminists very silent about the women in say Iran or say Rochdale, about Lesbians

must have sex with men if they say they are a Lesbian

But ‘micro agressions’ a slighty rude joke, it’s a genocide

So i once went to a greer thing back in the 90’s in westminster hall, i thought she was rubbish at the time, but like

my dad said about CND , it full of women, so i went and was probaly the only guy out of 300

In short Feminists don’t care about women, they care about them, they don’t push for Women sewer cleaners,

women being conscripted in the army, they just want that easy ride to the top, to the board

0 0  R EPLY

John K   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Modern feminism is (with some honourable exceptions) mainly about replacing upper middle class

men in high status jobs etc. with upper middle class women. They don’t give a [rude word] about poor

or disadvantaged women.

0 0  R EPLY

Ethniciodo Rodneydo   18 days ago

If women in a family wear the niqab it should be compulsory for the men too on pain of prison

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

remember they don’t care about neighbourliness, i saw the video of shock horror a decent British

copper, Muslims objected to a Christian preacher, “how dare he come to our area and preach his

religion” , yeah guess they don’t get irony either

Fair fair to the Lady Copper she told them, he has a right to do it, and they if they don’t like it can go

it must have been very humilating for them, 1 white female copper telling these must have been 10-20

‘strong’ muslim men to do one, and i don’t think she had any backup, just her

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Want to take a bet if the lone white female police officer will get some censure for her actions? A

rare example of common sense – therefore she will be prosecuted.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Exactly! We can’t have an outbreak of commonsense in the police force. Have to nip that bud!

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Frankly in today’s UK a brave young policewoman 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i remember in the 2011 London Riots, who messed up the neighbourhoods and who fixed them

afterwards, lets say it was telling

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

Feminists are bringing in their own handmaidens Islamic tale, guess what they won’t be so accommodating

When something has no sense to it, the people pushing it need to be excluded from any decision making, inc their

right to vote to be honest

If people are suicidal, we intervene, well these feminists are suicidal

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

It’s just the glaring and grotesque hypocrisy of the extreme feminist Left. They’ve always been like this, which is

why no one takes them seriously, which just makes them more neurotic and extreme. Well, I suppose if they’re

willing to wait long enough, until Britain is a Muslin caliphate state, they too will gain the experience of wearing a

niqab. Let’s see how they like it then. I can hear them pleading now: ‘But wait, we were on your side. We

welcomed you and supported you blindly in enabling you to institute sharia law throughout the UK. Now you want

us to wear a niqab?’ 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know eventually even the really stupid people get it one day, oh the emperor had no clothes on

after all.

At what point do Feminists go erm wait we imported millions of men with very different views on

women , and who will use violence to get their way. at what point do they understand “racist” is just a 5

letter meaningless word, but personal safety, freedoms have meaning

This alignment kills feminism , i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on

about it, but in the voting booth, yep reform, restore

0 0  R EPLY

Diane Ferretti   18 days ago

  Reply to  

6 5 C OMMENT S

Britt Harrison   18 days ago

Building a sense of neighbourliness often starts with a shared smile in the street with a stranger. This dress code

undermines the very possibility of engaging in this basic building block of our shared humanity.  

0 0  R EPLY
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No feminist should
defend the niqab
BY JOAN SMITH

‘The cultural relativism which defends some
forms of discrimination against women is not
yet dead and buried.’ Credit: Getty

BURQA FEMINISM FGM IRAN ISLAM

NIQAB

  

I’m not in favor of banning the niqab, but it certainly isn’t harmless, let alone something to

celebrate. It’s a deliberate statement, signaling that women who wear it exist under

different rules and conditions than men. The impact may be ameliorated in countries with

equal rights enshrined in law, but a woman whose husband insists on her covering her

face before she leaves the house may have difficulty accessing them.

Feminists who criticize the niqab or the burqa are not attacking the women who wear it,

but the ideology which promotes it In Afghanistan the burqa makes individual women

 FEBRUARY 23 2026 - 11:20AM

“What’s wrong with the niqab?” It’s not the question that goes through my head when I see

a woman with her face hidden, except for the eyes. I wonder why she’s wearing it, whether

she’s chosen it or been coerced through some form of pressure. Demanding that women,

but not men, cover their faces in public is so obviously discriminatory that it makes me —

and many other people — uncomfortable.

A minor spat on social media is a reminder, however, that the cultural relativism which

defends some forms of discrimination against women is not yet dead and buried. It

appears, as it so often does, in the guise of opposing racism, as though any criticism of

someone’s culture can only be motivated by xenophobia. Over the weekend, pro-

migration campaigner Zoe Gardner called out the broadcaster Colin Brazier, who had

complained about seeing women wearing niqabs on Oxford Street in the center of

London.

Gardner denounced his post as “racist as fuck”, and asked the aforementioned question

about the niqab. “Go on spell it out you nasty Muslim hater,” she added. What actually

needs spelling out once again, it seems, is the fact that some cultural practices are hugely

damaging to women. Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and

avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches.

There is a disturbing history here. In the Eighties, I used to argue with women, some of

them feminists, who believed in equal rights but refused to condemn “female

circumcision”. Their defense of mutilating women’s genitals always started and ended with

the same statement: “It’s their culture.” Even Germaine Greer fell for it, describing moves

to ban female genital mutilation as “an attack on cultural identity” in her 1999 book The

Whole Woman. Now FGM is a criminal offense in Britain, and rightly so.

ambitious uniformed officers who had not graduated from the old Hendon Police College.

Robert Mark – Wikipedia
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Charles Hedges   17 days ago

The veil comes from the Muslim conquest of Byzantine territory: it enabled women to undertake clandestine

affairs.Greek high born women wore the veil.Beduin women were not veiled.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Hedges   17 days ago

The rise of the Muslim Brotherhood post 1973 – Yom Kippur War and Saudi funding of Waqf activities post 1979

has resulted in Muslim women having less freedom than before this date. News reels of late 1960s and early

1970s show women in Cairo wearing mini-skirts.Basically Muslims reject the freedom of women to chose the

father of their children.

In Malaysia, 40 years women did not wear the veil.

0 0  R EPLY

Malcolm Knott   17 days ago

Take the decision out of their hands, as the French have done. Let the faux feminists scream blue murder.

Dispute not with them for they are lunatick.

0 0  R EPLY

Matt Sylvestre   17 days ago

Culture is no more benign than nature, which gives us plagues and avalanches as well as sunsets and beaches. –

Brilliant!

Also while being forced into the straight jacket of a burka etc. is certainly sexist in a cartoonish form, it would also

be objectively absurd if equally forced on both sexes…

0 0  R EPLY

Philip Carson   17 days ago

The niqab is intended to protect women from the predations of men. Just as women are more than sex objects,

as a man I am insulted that I am seen as nothing more than a letcher.

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   16 days ago

The reason feminists defend the niqab is simply because their Marxism trumps their feminism.

1st tenet of Marxism? … ‘the minority must be protected against the majority at all costs’ …. It must cause some

gut wrenching cognitive dissonance thou lol

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   16 days ago

Don’t confuse Zoe Gardner with the majority of feminist leaning women. She represents the loud vocal faction,

who grew up without safety concerns & disrespect older women who put safeguards for women & girls in place.

The Niqab is a a way to silence women & make them invisible. Just as tight corsets historically restricted

women’s movement & breathing. There are many silly women out there who just like to shout

0 0  R EPLY

Thanks. My point is that we always seem to choose, adhere and defend the worst forms of

permitted behaviour by claiming some cultural norm somewhere.

It’s deeply ironic that the feminists who are defending these abhorrent practices largely live in

the west and notionally enjoy the freedoms many of their fellow women crave, yet are willing

to turn a blind eye to subjugation of other non-western women, because it really doesn’t

affect them.

It’s more than defending FGM, you could extend this to defending the cultural practice of

having multiple wives (up to 4 under Islam), being required to please your husband and not

refuse him (and be punished if you fail to please him) and even the tradition of Hindu widows

throwing themselves onto funeral pyres if their husband passes before them so as not to

become a burden on his family.

I find it hard to believe a true feminist could defend any tenets of Islam or similar cultures and

the way they treat womenfolk.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s better. Clear now.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

The niqab is not at all uncommon in Kelantan or Terengannu in Malaysia, or in Aceh in Indonesia. I

have seen it and it’s adoption is increasing.

I hear it is also worn in parts of Pattani in Thailand.

You are right, though, to say it is far from universal. In the Malay world it is widely considered an

Arabic introduction indicating Salafist leanings.

0 0  R EPLY

Chipoko   18 days ago

All face coverings, female or male, should be banned in public spaces (excepting face masks genuinely used for

health purposes).

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

the real question about the niqab is why any feminist would defend it.

If your real purpose is not liberating women but destroying Western Civilization the question answers itself.

0 0  R EPLY

Diane Ferretti   18 days ago

Well, that’s leftism for you. I hadn’t heard of this person and a quick google search doesn’t report that she’s a

feminist but a comedy actress/writer. Many nations have banned face coverings and I hope the UK follows suit.

Face coverings dehumanize the wearer which seems to be the point.

0 0  R EPLY

Hilary Simpson   16 days ago

  Reply to  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan_Smith

0 0  R EPLY

William Shaw   18 days ago

Ban it. Without hesitation it should never have been allowed to be worn in Britain.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Hedges   18 days ago

Is not the Police bending to the will of certain Muslims no more or less corrupt than bending to the will of criminals

and accepting bribes?

The Metropolitan Police had recently been rocked by exposure of massive corruption in the Criminal

Investigation Department, and Mark, with the famous pronouncement, that “a good police force is one that

catches more crooks than it employs”,[3] set about attempting to reform it. He changed disciplinary procedures,

returned many detectives to uniform, made a number of television appearances praising the uniformed branch

following student unrest and protests against the Vietnam War, and began to gather around him a group of loyal,

Second Sex of 1949.

“For the Jews, Mohammedans, and Christians, among others, man is master by divine

right; the fear of God will therefore repress any impulse towards revolt in the

downtrodden female”

But to assert is not to prove, friend.

May I respectfully suggest that your own thoroughgoing inoculation against the religious

impulse makes you a suboptimal analyst of the sincerity or otherwise of the religious

feeling of others?

I merely warn, with all allowance for human nature, that if you think real female piety plays

no part in the growing adoption of the niqab among Muslim women, particularly in the

West, you misunderstand both human nature and the Muslim Question.

As ever, thank you for your spirited engagement.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i’ve frequented ‘Muslim’ social media, they speak english and you get a lot of females talking, guess

what they fancy hot white guys and think islam is boring, (even the guys do) but feel family, social

pressure to like Mrs Bucket, keep up appearances

Now this is no scientific survey, but esp the 2nd part, there seems to be a huge section of young

Muslims “Islam is so blooming boring ” which it is, you defer to the sensibility of your grandad from

Pakistan

See i was a young Christian, maybe not the best , but my religion did not put any restrictions on me, i

can socialise with whom i wanted

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know the expression about a Pet or GF , let it free and if it comes back it loves you

Well you can’t tell from a culture if it uses coercion what the true actions of

those people are

Now if say someone in a culture that is more free and women reject the modern female lifestyle, then

yes, they did not, their daddy did’nt force to

Maybe every burka lady is a potential blue haired screeching lesbian in the making if it were’nt for

their daddy, uncle, husband (often the same man)

0 0  R EPLY

null null   18 days ago

In many Muslim majority countries the niqab and burka are banned. You will not find women wearing this clothing

in Malaysia or Indonesia or even in Muslim majority areas of countries with large Muslim minority communities in

southern Thailand, Singapore or even the Philippines.

Yes, some Muslim women will cover their heads with scarves but so do traditional nun habits, some Christian

widows etc.

Most people commenting on this topic have never lived outside the West and are completely ignorant of the

wider world and varying Muslim traditions.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

What’s your point in relation to the main article?

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

that we seem to have imported the most extreme bunch, lets face it when an MP is discussing

about well maybe marrying 1st cousins should be legal, we did’nt get the ‘liberal, smart’ ones , did

we

0 0  R EPLY

null null   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Thanks My point is that we always seem to choose adhere and defend the worst forms of

Two days later I ran the same route and was immensely gratified to see that this poster had suffered the fate

usually reserved for election posters: complete and utter annihilation. I resolved that the next time I see a poster

like this, I’ll rip the f*cker down myself. Resistance starts at grassroots level.

0 0  R EPLY

Lord Lucan   18 days ago

The fascinating thing about this article is that the author is unable to say, “Islam.” She quotes people who do, but

she does not.

Instead, the article mentions “discrimination,” “cultural practices,” an “ideology,” even a “misogynistic sect,” yet at

no point does the author herself identify the connection between veiling and a specific religion (though, to be fair,

not all branches that faith insist on swaddling their wives and daughters).

I, for one, am curious ….

0 0  R EPLY

Christopher James Morey   18 days ago

Good luck with your campaign against (what we’re told is) a fundamental part of Islam (it’s not). What Ms. Smith

seems to have missed, though, is clear evidence that it is Muslim women, typically mothers of young men, who

seek niqab-shrouded brides for their offspring, apparently on the basis that they will be more subservient than

the ‘rebels’ who don’t cover their faces. Since marriage is the only option available to traditional Muslim young

women, it’s not surprising if those who want a husband put on a niqab. Once they’ve done so, they’ll find it

difficult-to-impossible to leave off.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

The fact is that many women from Islamic backgrounds look at the society that second and third wave Feminism

has fostered and simply want no part of it.

0 0  R EPLY

Julian Farrows   18 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s a myth. They’re not even allowed to entertain that notion. There is a healthy medium between

radical feminism and Islamic submission.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

‘Taking the veil’ has been a conventional expression of female piety in the Abrahamic faiths since

time immemorial.

0 0  R EPLY

Lancashire Lad   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Oh come on – female piety? As imposed upon them and inducted into them by males – for the

benefit of males. The classic example of this, of course, is the ‘virgin’ Mary. It’s hogwash,

designed and delivered into the heads of the naive “since time immemorial”.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Stanhope   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Hear hear, or in the vernacular total boll*cks!

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

This is the sort of thinking that got us into the Iraq and Afghan debacles.

’Under every Burqah is a repressed Feminist just waiting to be liberated’.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Yes, I am familiar with the conventional materialist objections to the notion of sincere

female religiosity – such as they are. Simone de Beauvoir stated them for all time in The

a free and open society. But clearly the case of the niqab is more complicated than this. There is no

question that most women are either forced or feel extreme group/peer pressure to wear it. The

question is: left to their own devices, would women invent such a piece of clothing for themselves?

Methinks not. Someone else is therefore making them do it. There’s your answer.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

As a thought experiment, try applying that same heuristic to tattoos, lip injections, and plastic

surgery.

Or even to high heeled shoes, come to think of it.

’Left to their own devices…’.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

4 days ago

Telegraph

“Taliban allows men to beat wives – so long as they don’t break bonesAfghanistan government introduces new

code that allows beatings, bans women from escaping violence and makes justice structurally impossible”

this is the future feminists are getting, as usual we will have to save them from their own stupidity

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Wouldn’t bother – let Darwinism take its course. Leave them to their own stoopid beliefs, just don’t

import it into GB.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you are right, feminists they not the most prolific of breeders, but that’s till the taliban are in

charge and they will be popping out suicide bombers by the dozen

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Of course the Taliban allows men to beat their wives, it’s mandated in 4:24 as a punishment for

disobedience (beware some recent English translations that try to obfuscate for the benefit of

Western audiences – the original Arabic is clear)

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

Even the moderate Indonesian state has recently passed a law making sexual activity outside

marriage against the law. And here you have ‘feminists’ who flaunt their multiple affairs defending

such laws as other people’s ‘cultural practices’. Why not defend the burning of widows which, to their

credit, the British stamped out in India. Some cultural practices are worse than others, full stop.

0 0  R EPLY

Philip clayton   18 days ago

Same way the Left is less bothered by antisemitism than it should be. ‘Backing Gaza’ meant being ok with the

horrific crimes of October 7th, or pretending they were fake. Turning a blind eye to bad stuff because it doesn’t fit

part of your ideology is a necessary part of more extreme ideologies

“I want to be nice to brown people, so I have to overlook the things about Islam that don’t fit my narrative”

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

Once again I’m happy that I live in a country that knows the limits of sensible tolerance and has banned the

niqab/burka. These things do not belong anywhere in the West.

A while ago I was out running and saw a poster of a woman in a burka with the slogan “Kalifat ist die Lösung”

(“Caliphate is the solution”) stuck on the concrete base of a crane. I was shocked but ran on, wondering if there

were any more. There weren’t.

Two days later I ran the same route and was immensely gratified to see that this poster had suffered the fate

Or one could offer them instead an example of common decency, public probity and private virtue,

which renders the ritual veiling of women suprerogatory.

The modest example which many of our forfathers bore witness to.

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which

is in heaven”

In my opinion there is something unpleasantly Jacobin in even the speculative prospect of punishing a

minority for seeking refuge from decadence in personal piety.

0 0  R EPLY

Julian Farrows   18 days ago

  Reply to  

There is nothing pious about covering women’s faces.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

I suppose, to disagree usefully here, we would need to first agree on a neutral understanding

of the word ‘piety’ that would be mutually intelligible to a devout Muslim and a secular Feminist

0 0  R EPLY

Lancashire Lad   18 days ago

  Reply to  

This, along with your first comment, is the kind of moral morass you land yourself in when

you follow a creed – quoting it, no less – that renders your powers of critical thinking

redundant, just as intended.

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   17 days ago

  Reply to  

Thank you for your engagement.

The quote is in fact taken from the Sixteenth verse of the 5th chapter of the Gospel

according to Matthew – rather than The Creed.

0 0  R EPLY

Charles Stanhope   17 days ago

  Reply to  

QED!

0 0  R EPLY

Liam Griffiths   17 days ago

  Reply to  

That’s a potentially clever plan, although snoods and balaclavas are already part of the daily yookay

aesthetic so maybe they wouldn’t mind wearing full face coverings.

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

The ultimate question in a free society is should we be telling people (in this case women) what they can and

can’t wear? Barbaric, backwards countries like Iran and France do this sort of thing, not us. If you want to live in

the sort of country that bans face coverings then swim the Channel.

0 0  R EPLY

K E   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Most Iranian women think Europeans are insane to argue that women should be allowed to wear the

niqab “if they so choose”. They spend their lives battling to get out from under veils and headscarves,

so our enthusiasm about allowing women to voluntarily go back under them must seem perverse.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You’re not seeing the wood for the trees. Of course we want to allow women to wear what they want in

i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on about it, but in the

voting booth, yep reform, restore

I hope you’re right. I’m feminist, I am going to vote either Reform or Restore but I’m pretty public

about it. For the whatabouters, female voters have to look at what is the bigger threat to women.

For me it’s importing thousands of lone men from nations who think women are lower than the

gum on their shoes. What’s coming to light from the Rape Gang Inquiry that Rupert Lowe

platformed is pretty horrific. And yes, the police were in on it.

0 0  R EPLY

El Uro   18 days ago

  Reply to  

You are wrong, stupidity is immortal

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

some people are born that way, some that way because of age, that’s nothing to with morality,

i’m more forgiving of a stupid person doing wrong than someone who should know better, i.e

Blair.

Of course neither should hold any position of power

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

she was an attractive White female,with commonsense , an understanding of the law, she has no

place in the force,as they seem to hire Golums

0 0  R EPLY

Mr. Robert G Mules   14 days ago

  Reply to  

There’s something not just disgraceful but completely deranged about some so-called feminists’

attitude to Islam. On the one hand when a Canadian policeman suggested a few years ago that young

women shouldn’t go around in provocative attire, we saw “s**t Marches” in Britain while these same

women are apologists for sharia law which in extreme forms prohibits females from ever being

outside the home without a male ‘guardian’. Some years ago a girl in Saudi Arabia who was raped was

given a public beating by the morality police — as she shouldn’t have been where she was in the first

place. This world is mad.

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

we see 95% of Western White feminists very silent about the women in say Iran or say Rochdale, about Lesbians

must have sex with men if they say they are a Lesbian

But ‘micro agressions’ a slighty rude joke, it’s a genocide

So i once went to a greer thing back in the 90’s in westminster hall, i thought she was rubbish at the time, but like

my dad said about CND , it full of women, so i went and was probaly the only guy out of 300

In short Feminists don’t care about women, they care about them, they don’t push for Women sewer cleaners,

women being conscripted in the army, they just want that easy ride to the top, to the board

0 0  R EPLY

John K   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Modern feminism is (with some honourable exceptions) mainly about replacing upper middle class

men in high status jobs etc. with upper middle class women. They don’t give a [rude word] about poor

or disadvantaged women.

0 0  R EPLY

Ethniciodo Rodneydo   18 days ago

If women in a family wear the niqab it should be compulsory for the men too on pain of prison

0 0  R EPLY

William H Amos   18 days ago

  Reply to  

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

remember they don’t care about neighbourliness, i saw the video of shock horror a decent British

copper, Muslims objected to a Christian preacher, “how dare he come to our area and preach his

religion” , yeah guess they don’t get irony either

Fair fair to the Lady Copper she told them, he has a right to do it, and they if they don’t like it can go

it must have been very humilating for them, 1 white female copper telling these must have been 10-20

‘strong’ muslim men to do one, and i don’t think she had any backup, just her

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Want to take a bet if the lone white female police officer will get some censure for her actions? A

rare example of common sense – therefore she will be prosecuted.

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Exactly! We can’t have an outbreak of commonsense in the police force. Have to nip that bud!

0 0  R EPLY

UnHerd Reader   18 days ago

  Reply to  

Frankly in today’s UK a brave young policewoman 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

i remember in the 2011 London Riots, who messed up the neighbourhoods and who fixed them

afterwards, lets say it was telling

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

Feminists are bringing in their own handmaidens Islamic tale, guess what they won’t be so accommodating

When something has no sense to it, the people pushing it need to be excluded from any decision making, inc their

right to vote to be honest

If people are suicidal, we intervene, well these feminists are suicidal

0 0  R EPLY

Graham Bennett   18 days ago

It’s just the glaring and grotesque hypocrisy of the extreme feminist Left. They’ve always been like this, which is

why no one takes them seriously, which just makes them more neurotic and extreme. Well, I suppose if they’re

willing to wait long enough, until Britain is a Muslin caliphate state, they too will gain the experience of wearing a

niqab. Let’s see how they like it then. I can hear them pleading now: ‘But wait, we were on your side. We

welcomed you and supported you blindly in enabling you to institute sharia law throughout the UK. Now you want

us to wear a niqab?’ 

0 0  R EPLY

David Renton   18 days ago

  Reply to  

you know eventually even the really stupid people get it one day, oh the emperor had no clothes on

after all.

At what point do Feminists go erm wait we imported millions of men with very different views on

women , and who will use violence to get their way. at what point do they understand “racist” is just a 5

letter meaningless word, but personal safety, freedoms have meaning

This alignment kills feminism , i suspect as i’ve said before many so called ‘feminist’ will be bleating on

about it, but in the voting booth, yep reform, restore

0 0  R EPLY

Diane Ferretti   18 days ago

  Reply to  

6 5 C OMMENT S

Britt Harrison   18 days ago

Building a sense of neighbourliness often starts with a shared smile in the street with a stranger. This dress code

undermines the very possibility of engaging in this basic building block of our shared humanity.  
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