Pew Research Center

h

ZIne
7H\S

Home Research Topics Religion Beliefs & Practices

REPORT | JULY 8, 2010

Widespread Support For Banning Full
Islamic Veil in Western Europe

Most Americans Disapprove
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Ban on Veils That

On July 13, members of the lower house of the Cover the Whole Face

French parliament are expected to vote on a bill

that would make it illegal for Muslim women to | W Disapprove Approve
wear full veils — those that cover all of the face

. . France 82
except the eyes — in public places. A survey by the
Pew Research Center’s Global Attitudes Project, Germany m n
conducted April 7 to May 8, finds that the French .

Britain 62

public overwhelmingly endorses this measure;
82% approve of a ban on Muslim women wearing Spain =
full veils in public, including schools, hospitals U.S. - 28
and government offices, while just 17%
disapprove.l Pew Research Center Q59 & Q59fra.

Majorities in Germany (71%), Britain (62%) and Spain (59%) would also support a similar ban in
their own countries. In contrast, most Americans would oppose such a measure; 65% say they
would disapprove of a ban on Muslim women wearing full veils in public places compared with

28% who say they would approve.

In the four Western European countries surveyed as well as in the U.S., support for a ban on
Muslim women wearing a full veil is more pronounced among those who are age 55 and older,
although majorities across all age groups in France, Germany and Britain favor a ban. For example,
91% of French respondents age 55 and older approve of restrictions on Muslim women covering

their face, compared with 81% of those ages 35 to 54 and 72% of those younger than 35.

In Spain, where 70% in the older group and a narrower Age Differences in Opinions
majority (55%) of those ages 35 to 54 favor a ban on full About a Ban on Full Veils
veils, younger respondents are closely divided; 49% of 18-34  35-54 55+
0 % Approve % % %
those ages 18 to 34 approve of such measures and 47% Britain 53 61 71
disapprove. In the U.S., about one-third (35%) of those in France 72 81 91
the oldest age group say they would welcome a ban on veils S;;many ig ;; ;g
that cover the whole face except the eyes, while 28% of us. 22 28 35
those ages 35 to 54 and just 22% of those younger than 35 Pew Research Center Q59 & Q59fra.

say the same.

Opinions about banning Muslim women from wearing a full veil do not vary along gender lines in
any of the five countries where the question was asked. In France, Britain and the U.S., views on
this matter are also similar across education and income groups. However, in Spain and Germany,
those in higher income groups are more likely than the less affluent to approve of such a ban; for
example, a slim majority (51%) of low-income respondents in Spain favor a ban on full veils,

compared with 62% of those in the middle-income range and 68% of those with high incomes.

Ideologically, those on the right in France, Britain and Germany are more likely than those on the

left to approve of a ban on women wearing the full Islamic veil in public places, but majorities
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Ideological Differences in
Opinions About Full Veil Ban

Left Center Right
% Approve % % %
Britain 55 63 69
France 75 83 87
Germany 63 72 76
Spain 57 62 59
LS. 24 26 3

U.5. respondents were asked if they
consider themselves conservative,
moderate or liberal. In Europe, they
were asked to place themselves on a
left-right spectrum.

Pew Research Center Q59 & Q59fra.

1. This question was asked in Western Europe and the U.S. as part of the Spring 2010 Pew Global Attitudes Survey,
which included 22 nations. For more findings from this survey, see “Obama More Popular Abroad Than at Home,
Global Image of U.S. Continues to Benefit,” released June 17,2010. «
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